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An Ecclefiafiical Hifto?y, Antient and Modern, from the Birth of 
Chrift, to the Beginning of the prefent Century: in which the 
Rife, Progrefs, and Variations of Church Power are confidered 
in their ConneGion with the State of Learning and Philofophy, 
and the Political Hiftory of Europe during that Period. By the 
late learned John Lawrence Mofheim, D. D. and Chancellor of 
the Univerfity of Gottingen. Tranflated from the Original, 
and accompanied with Notes and Chronological Tables, by Archi- 
bald Maclaine, M. J. Minifter of the Englith Church at the 
Hague. To the whole is added an accurate Index. Two Vols, 
4to. Pr. 21, 2s. bound. Millar. [Concluded.] 


HE encreafing divifions amongft chriftians after the Re- 
formation rendered it impoffible for Dr..Mofheim to 
exhibit the hiftory of the church which falls within this vo- 
lume, in the fame order and method which he obferved in the 
former; he therefore divides his account of this period under 
two principal heads; one containing the general, the other the 
particular hiftory of the chriftian religion. The Hiftory of the 
Reformation. employs the firft fe&ion; and our author has 
been obliged, becaufe it is fo ample and extenfive, to divide it. 
into four parts. ‘The firft contains an account of the ftate 
of Chriftianity before the commencement of the Reformation. 
The fecond comprehends the period from that commencement 
to the date of the confeflion of Augfburgh. The third con- 
tinues the fame hiftory from the laft mentioned date to the 
Smalcaldian war. The fourth carries it to the peace entered 
into with the reformersin 1555. | 
One irrefragable principle, confirmed by hiftory and expe- 
rience, runs through the whole of Dr, Motheim’s work, and 
Vou, XX. Auguft 1765, G has 











82 Maclaine’s Tranffation of Motheim’s Eccefiaftical Hifory. 
has its exiftence at this day in the minds of the moft fangu@e 
oppofers of the defpotifm and fuperftition of the Romith com- 
munion, which is, that the reformation of religion never could 
have taken, nor never can take, its rife from minds imprefied 
with notions of any fuperiority of the Romih pontiff or church 
im matters of religion. The idea of this fuperiority always 
carries with it a degree of credit that muft deftroy all attempts 
towards reformation, which ought, in fa&, to begin by deftroy- 
ing all prepoffeflions of that fort. Let us look into the eccle- 
fiaftica] hiftories previous to the times of Luther, and we thall 
find that the notions of preferring the Romith to other pontiffs 
and bifhops, or appealing to general councils that admitted in 
any degree (as all of them did) of fuch preference, blaited the 
molt vigorous efforts of kings and emperors for reducing the 
power of the popedom either in temporals or fpirituals, and 
brought thofe {pirited emperors and kings who oppofed his 
ufurpations, from being his tyrants in fome matters, to be- 
come at lalt his flaves in aH. 

Modern hiftory cenfirms this obfervation ftill more ftrongly. 
Who could have thought that while Lewis XIV. feemed de- 
voted, even to enthufiafm, to the maintenance of his regale 
and the rights of the Gallican church, whofe ambaffadors pa- 
trolled through Rome at the head of an army, and confined the 
pope within the walls of the Vatican ; that while he was doing 
all this, he him(elf was trembling in confeffion at the feet of 
one of that very pope’s janizaries, a jefuit, and obliged to dif- 
cipline himfelf for the empty triamphs he was enjoying over 
the (neering pontiff ? And yet this certainly was the cafe in the 
event, becaufe Lewis believed in the pope’s fupremacy as to 
matters of religion. When one reads of that fpirited oppo- 
fition which Paui V. met with from fo refpeéable a body as 
the republic of Venice, who could imagine every page he turns. 
over that the next does not prefent him with an account of 
the utter, annihilation of the papal power in that repwblic? 
But what was the confequence ? Though Paul was as unin- 
formed as he was tyrannical, furious, and inconfiderate, yet ia 
the end he and his fucceffors triumphed, notwithitanding a few 
mortifications he met with. The fame may be faid of the 
emperors of Germany and the kings of Portugal, who bullied 
the popes fometimes, but were ftill forced to refume theic 
tamenels, becaufe — Aaret lateri lethalis arundo — the notion of 
the pope’s fupremacy in fpirituals has entered into their brains ° 
and blood. : 

No work conveys to us what we have already called the 
philofophy of hiftory (See p. 4.) more effectually than that bee 


fore us. We imagine our proteitant reader is thanking heaven 
| for 
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for the diminution of the papal power among the Roman cae 
tholic princes and ftates in general, and, above all, for the ex- 
pulfion of the jefaits out of France and Portugal. Let him 
perufe Dr. Mofheim’s hiltory, and he will, in evéry Romar 
catholic country now under the fun, meet with the like fitua+ 
tion in former times. He will find clergymen, monks, priors, 
and jefuits punifhed, fometimes hanged, for obeying the pope 
rather than their temporal fovereigns. He will find cafes itr 
which princes have ereéted batteries that mounted more heavy 
artillery againft the walls of Rome, than even that now brought 
before it by the parliament of Paris. The rel'gion ‘of Rome, 
however, has always kept its ground; and where that is the 
cafe, the influence of the popedom muft follow of courfé. 
Even in the days of the groffeft ignoratice, florms have been 
raifed againft the papacy; and though the pontiffs then were 
befriended by that powerful mift, yet they were fometimes 
obliged to give way 5 but they never touched the ground with- 
out rifing from it, like Antzus, with redoubled ftrength. The 
teafon was, becaufe their enemies never pulled out of their eye 
the beam of papal fupremacy. 

Dr..Mofheim has drawn the indolence, the fecurity, and un- 
bounded profligacy of the popes immediately preceding the Re- 
formation, with great juftice. 

‘© We mult not, however, conclude from this apparent tran- 
quility and fecurity of the pontiffs and their adherents, that 
their meafures wete applauded, or their chains worn without 
reluctance. This was far from being the cafe. Not only pri- 
vate perfons, but alfo the moft powerful princes and fovereign 
ftates exclaimed loudly againft the defpotic dominion of the 
pontifs, the fraud, violence, avarice and injuftice that pre- 
- vailed in their-counfels, the arrogance, tyranny, and extortion 
of their legates, the unbridled licentioufnefs and enormous 
crimes of the clergy and monks of all denominations, the un- 
righteous feverity and partiality of the Roman laws, and de- 
' manded publickly, as their anceftors had done before them, 4 
reformation of the church in its head and in its members, and 4 
- general council to accomplifh that neceffary and happy purpofe. 
But thefe complaints and demands were not carried fo far as to 
produce any good effe&; fince they came from perfons who 
never prefumed to entertain the leaft doubt of the fupreme au- 
thority of the pope in religious matters, and who, of confe- 
quence, inftead of attempting, themfelves, to bring about that 
reformation that was fo ardently defired, remained entirely un- 
adlive, and looked for redrefs to the court of Rome, or toa 
general council. As longas the authority of the Roman pontif 
was held facred, and his jurifdi@tion fupreme, there could be 
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no reafon to expeé any confiderable reformation either of the 
corruptions of the church or of the manners of the clergy. 

‘ If any thing feemed proper to deftroy the gloomy empire 
of fuperftition, and to alarm the fecurity of the lordly pontiffs, 
it was the reftoration of learning in Europe, and the number of 
men of genius that arofe, of a fudden, under the benign in- 
fluence of that aufpicious revolution. But even this new fcene 
of things was infufficient to terrify the Jords of the church, or 
to make them apprehend the decline of their power. It is true, 
indeed, this happy revolution in the republic of letters difpelled 
the gloom of ignorance, and kindled in the minds of many the 
Jove of truth and facred liberty. Nay, it is alfo certain that 
many of thefe great men, fueh as Era‘mus and others, pointed 
the delicacy of their wit, or levelled the fury of their indigna- 
tion at the fuperftitions of the times, the corruptions of the 
priefihood, the abufes that reigned in the court of Rome, and 
the brutifh manners of the monaftie orders. But this was not 
fufficient, fince none had the courage to ftrike at the root of 
the evil, to attack the papal jurifdiGion and ftatutes, which 
were abfurdly, yet artfully fanétified by the title of canon-law, 
or to call in queflion that ancient and moft pernicious opinion, 
that Chrift had efiablifhed a vice-gerent at Rome, clothed 
with his fupreme and unlimited authority. Entrenched, there- 
fore, within thefe ftrong-holds, the pontiffs looked upon their 
own authority, and the peace of the church as beyond the reach 
of danger, and treated with indifference the threats and invec- 
tives of their enemies. Armed, moreover, with power to pu- 
nifh, and abundantly furnifhed with the means of rewarding 
in the moft alluring manner, they were ready, on every com- 
motion, to crufh the obftihate, and to gain over the mercenary 
to their caufe ; and this indeed could not but contribute con- 
fiderably to the ftability of their dominion.’ 

Dr.Mofheim preferves the fame moderate impartiality in draw- 
ing particular charaéters, for he is lefs fevere on the memory of 
Leo X. than fome Roman catholic authors have been. To {pecify 
the heads of every chapter of this work would far exceed the 
bounds of our Review, and yet every page is fo fruitful of in- 
formation, that we are doubtful what to omit or what to men- 


tion. Moft of our readers, we apprehend, have a general idea _ 


of the degeneracy of. the papal religion when the Reformation 
took place: but the difputes between the Dominican and Fran- 
cifcan friars may not be fo thoroughly or univerfally known, 
though it muft confirm every rational mind in the moit 
rooted contempt he can have of the wickednefs of the monks, 
and the credulity of the people, in the beginning of the fix- 
teenth century. The Dominicans had then a moft —— 
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fway over the confciences of men; their order was the feminary 
‘of confeffors to almoft all the kings and courts of Chriftendom, 
and théy prefided in all the tribunals of the tremendous inqui- 
fition. Being as it were wanton in the full enjoyment of 
power, they gradyally loft fight of that referve and caution, 
or rather of that hypocrify, which was fo neceflary for. their 
profeffion, and thereby expofed themfelves to the cenfure of 
their rivals, the Francifcans. This reduced the Dominicans 
to the praétice of many infamous impoftures to fupport their 
credit ; byt one particularly was carried on with fuch amazing 
eficontery and villainy as, were it not unexceptionably at- 
tefted, would, to a rational mind, appear incredible. This, 
or fomewhat like it, perhaps was the reafon why Dr. Mofheim 
has omitted it in the body of his hiftory ; but the defeé has 
been amply fupplied in a note by his tranflator, Mr. Maclaine. 

‘ The ftratagem in queftion was the confequence of a rivai- 
Chip between the Francifcans and Dominicans, and more efpe- 
cially of their controverfy concerning the immaculate concep- 
tion of the Virgin Mary. The former maintained, that the was 
born without the blemifh of original fin; the latter afferted the 
contrary. The dodtrine of the Francifcans, in an age of dark- 
nefs and fuperftition, could not but be popular ; and hence the 
Dominicans loft ground from day to day. To fupport the cree 
dit of their order, they refolved, at a chapter held at Vimpfen 
in the year 1504, to have recourfe to fititious vifions and 
dreams, in which the people at that time had an eafy faith; 
and they determined to make Bern the fcene of their opera- 
tions. A perfon named Jetzer, who was extremely fimple, 
and much inclined to aufterities, and who had taken their ha- 
bit, as a lay-brother, was chofen as the inftrument of the de- 
lufions they were contriving.? One of the four Dominicans who 
had undertaken the management of the plot, conveyed himfelf 
fecretly into Jetzer’s cell, and about midnight appeared to him 
io a horrid figure, furrounded with howling dogs, and feeming 
to blow fire from his noftrils, by the means of a box of com- 
buftibles which he held near his mouth. In this frightful form 
he approached Jetzer’s bed, told him that he was the ghoft of 
a Dominican who had been killed at Paris, asa judgment of 
heaven for laying afide bis monaftic habit; that he was con- 
demned to purgatory for this crime, adding, at the fame time, 
that, by his means, he might be refcued from his mifery, which 
was beyond expreflion. This ftory, accompanied with horrible 
cries and howlings, frighted poor Jetzer out of the little wits 
he had, and engaged him to promife to do all that was in his 
pons to deliver the Dominican from his torment. Upop this, 
the impoftor told him, that nothing but the moft extraordinary 
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mortifications, fuch as the difcipline of the whip performed 
during eight days by the whole monaftery, and Jetzer’s lying 
proftrate in the form of one crucified in the chapel during mafs, 
could contribute to his deliverance. He added, that the per- 
formance of thefe mortifications would draw down upon Jetzer 
the peculiar proteétion of the bleffed Virgin, and concluded by 
faying, that he would appear to him again, accompanied with 
two other fpirits. Morning was no fooner come than Jetzer 
gave an account of this apparition to the reft of the convent, 
who all unanimoufly advifed him to undergo the difcipline that 
was enjoined him, and every one confented to bear his thar. of 
the tafk impofed. The deluded fimpleton obeyed, and was 
admired as a faint by the multitudes that crowded about the 
convenf, while the four friars, that managed the impofture, 
magnified, in the moft pompous manner, the miracle of this 
apparition im their fermons and in their difcourfe. The night 
after, the apparition was renewed with the addition of two im- 
poftors, dreffed like devils, and Jetzer’s faith was augmented 
by hearing from the fpeétre all the fecrets of his life and 
thoughts, which the impoftors had learned from his confeffor, 
In this and fome fubfequent fcenes (the detail of whofe enor- 
mities, for the fake of brevity, we fha!l here omit) the impof- 
tor talked much to Jetzer of the Dominican order, which he 
faid was peculiarly dear to the bleffed Virgin; he added, that 
the Virgin knew herfelf to be conceived in ofiginal fin; that 
the do&tors who taught the contrary were in purgatory; that 
the bleffed Virgin abhorred the Francifcans for making her 
equal with her fon; and that the town of Bern would be de- 
ftroyed for harbouring fuch plagues within her walls. In one 
of thefe apparitions Jetzer imagined, that the voice of the fpec- 
tre refembled that of the prior of the convent, and he was not 
miftaken; but, not fufpefing a fraud, he gave little attention 
to this. The prior appeared in various forms, fometimes in 
that of St. Barbara, at others in that of St. Bernard, at length 
he affumed that of the Virgin Mary, and, for that purpofe, 
cloathed himfelf in the habits that were employed to adorn the 
ftatue of the Virgin in the great feftivals; the little images, that - 
on thefe days are fet ‘on the altars, were made ufe of for angels, 
which, being tied to a cord that pafled through a pulley over 
Jétzer’s head, rofe up and down, and danced about the pre- 
tended Virgin to increafe the delufion. The Virgin, thus 
equipped, addreffed a long difcourfe to Jetzer, in which, a- 
mong other things, fhe told him, that fhe was conceived in ori- 
ginal fin, though fhe had remained but a fhort time under that 
blemifh. She ‘gave him, as a miraculous proof of her pre- 


fence, a hoft, or confecrated wafer, which: turned from white 
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to red in a moment, and after various vifits, in which the 
greateft enormities were tranfacted, the: Virgin-prior told Jet- 
zer, that the would give him the moft affeéting and undoubted 
marks of her fon’s love, by imprinting on him the five wounds 
that pierced Jefus on the crofs, as fhe had done before to Stv 
Lucia and St. Catherine. Accordingly the took his hand by. . 
force, and ftruck a large nail through it, which threw the poor 
dupe into the greateft torment. The next night this mafculine 
virgin brought, as he pretended, fome of the linen in: which 
Chrift had been buried, to foften the wound, and gave Jetzer 
a foporific draught, which had in it the blood of an unbaptized 
child, fome grains of incenfe and of confecrated falt, fome 
quickfilver, the hairs of the eye-brows of a child, all which, 
with fome ftupifying and poifonous ingredients, were mingled 
together by the prior with magic ceremonies, and a folemn de- 
dication of himfelf to the devil in hope of his fuccour. This 
draught threw the poor wretch into a fort of lethargy, during - 
which the monks imprinted on his body the other four wounds 
of Chrift ie fuch a manner that he felt no pain, When hea- 
wakened he found, to his unfpeakable joy, thefe impreffions on 
his body, and came at laft to fancy himfelf a reprefentative of 
Chrift in the various parts of his paffion. He was, in this 
ftate, expofed to the adiniring multitude on the principal altar 
ef the convent, to the great mortification of the Francifcans, 
The Dominicans gave him fome other draughts, that threw 
him into convulfions, which were followed by a voice conveyed 
through a pipe into the mouths of two images, one of Mary, 
and another of the child Jefus, the former of which had tears 
painted upon its cheeks in a lively manner, The little Jefus 
afked his mother, by means of this voice (which was that of 
the prior’s) why fhe wept? and the anfwered, that her tears 
were owing to the impious manner in which the Francifcans at- 
tributed to her the honour that was due to him, in faying that 

fhe was conceived and born without fin, 
‘ The apparitions, falfe prodigies, and abominable ftrata- 
gems of thefe Dominicans were repeated every night, and the 
matter was at length fo grofsly over-aéted, that, fimple as Jet- 
zer was, he at laft difcovered it, and had almoft killed the 
prior, who appeared to him one night in the form of the Vir- 
gin with a crown on her head. The Dominicans fearing, by 
this difcovery, to lofe the fruits of their impofture, thought the 
beft method would be to own the whole matter to Jetzer, and 
to engage him by the moft feducing promifes of opulence and 
glory, to carry on the cheat. Jetzer was perfuaded, or at leaft 
appeared to be fo. But the Dominicans fufpe&ting that he was 
Rot entirely gained over, refolved to poifon him; but his con- 
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ftitation was fo vigorous, that, though they gave him poifon 
five feveral times, he was not deftroyed by it. One day they 
fent him a loaf prepared with fome fpices, which growing green 
in a day or two, he threw a piece of it to a wolf’s-whelps that 
were in the monaftery, and it killed them immediately. At an- 
other time they poifoned the hoft, or confecrated wafer, but, 
as he vomited it up foon after he had fwallowed it, he efcaped 
once more. In fhort, there were no means of fecuring him, 
which the moft deteftable impiety and barbarity could invent, 
that they did not put in practice, till finding at laft an oppor- 
tunity of getting out of the convent, he threw himfelf into the 
hands of the magiftrates, to whom he made a full difcovery of 
this infernal plot. The affair being brought to Rome, com- 
miffaries were fent from thence to examine the matter, and the 
whole cheat being fully proved, the four friars were folemnly 
degraded from their priefthood, ard were burnt alive on the 
laft day of May, 1509. Jetzer died fome time after at Con- 
flance, having poifoned himfelf, as was believed by fome. 
Had his life been taken away. before he had found an opportu- 
nity of making the difcovery already mentioned, this ‘execrable 
and horrid plot, which, in many of its circumftances, was con- 
duéted with art, would have been handed down to pofterity as 
a ftupendous miracle.’ 

At this time, according to Dr. Mofheim, the ftudy of the 
fcriptores was fo rare, that when Luther arofe, there could not 
be found, even in the univerfity of Paris, which was confi- 
dered as the firft and moft famous of all the public fchools of 
Jearning, a fingle perfon qualified to difpute with him, or op- 
pofe his dofrine, upon a fcripiure foundation. ‘The nature of 
religious worfhip was no more than a pompous round of ex- 
ternal infignificant ceremonies ; but our author is fo ingenuous 
as to own, that before the appearance of Luther the popifh 
divines of this century difputed with a good deal of freedom 
upon religious fubje&ts, and even upon thofe that were looked 
upon as moft effential to falvation. The reader, however, 
is to obferve, that this liberty was crufhed the moment it was 
levelled againft the fupremacy of the Romifh fee, or the 
temporalities of the church and the monaftic’orders. This 
part of our author’s hiftory is read with great advantage with 
the affiftance of Mr. Maclaine’s notes, which particularly clear 
the memory of Luther from the charge of fome ignoble mo- 
tives that led him to oppofe the dorine of indulgences, 
brought againft him by fome late authors, though proteftants. 
The accounts given us by Dr, Mofheim of the fruitlefs per- 
fonal difputations held between the popith doétors and the 
heads of the reformation are curious-and inftru@tive, but mor- 
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tifying to the vanity of human feafon and literature. © 'The 
doétor has drawn the charatter of the famous Philip Melan&thon, 
which has hitherto been but indifferently underftood, in a new 
and amiable light. Mr. Maclaine is, in his notes, not quite 
fo favourable, in fome refpeéts, to that of Luther, as Dr. Mo- 
fheim is. The progrefs of the Reformation in Sweden and 
Denmark, about the year 1539, is reprefented in’ a’ mafterly 
manner by our author; and we recommend that part of his work 
to our reader, as we fcarcely know of any othet, in Englith, 
fo fatisfa€tory on that head. If Dr. Mcfheim has added but 
little new matter to the hiftory of the Reformation in England 
and France, it may be faid with great juftice, that he has me- 
thodized it in a moft perfpicuous and inftru€tive manner. He 
feems not to have been equally furnithed with authentic 
vouchers with regard to the reformation of Scotland; nor has 
he told us that Knox, the great apoftle of the Reformation there, 
had notions which were deftruétive of all civil government, 
however commendable and faccefsful he might have been in his 
Jabours for a reformation of religion. His tranflator ‘has ene 
deavoured to fupply his defeéts from Dr. Robertfon’s Hiftory 
of Scotland, who fays, that after the year 15618, * at certain 
periods the name of bifhops was revived there, but without the 
prerogatives, jurifdiftion, or.revenues, that were formerly ap- 
propriated to that order, and that they were made fubje& to the 
general affemblies of the clergy, and their power was diminifhed 
from day to day, until their name, as well as their order, was 
abolifhed, at the Revolution in 1688, and prefbyterianifm 
eftablithed in Scotland by the laws of the ftate.’ 

Without examining the want of precifion in this’ paffage, 
with regard to the fhort-lived ftate of epifcopacy in the reign 
of Charles ]. we can by no means think that this general ac. 
count of it is impartial. During the period between the Re- 
ftoration and the Revolution, the ‘bifhops of Scotland having 
Englith confecration, or confecrations derived from Englith 
prelates, were reftored to the moft unlimited exercifé of their 
epifcopal funétions, and fat as lords of parliament, without 
being fubje& to the leaft control from the inferior clergy ; and 
even at the time of the Revolution, epifcopacy was fo far from 
being difagreeable to the genius of the Scots, that it is certain 
king William would have maintained the order in that coun- 
try, had not the Scotch bifhops been fo wrong-headed (as fome 
of the Englith were) that they refufed to recognize his govern- 
ment. It is true, fome of the Scots, equally ignorant and en- 
thufiaftic, oppofed epifcopacy, and that the civil government 
in their own country at that time, in the bloody ‘perfecutions 
inflifted on thofe diffenters, was a difgrace to humanity; but 
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the barbarous affaflination of the archbifhop of St. Andrew’s 
(whatever his demerits might have been) with other attempts 
of the fame kind, can admit of no excufe or alleviation. 

In the fecond fe&tion of this volume, Dr. Motheim takes 
notice that the borders of the church were enlarged in the 
fixteenth century, by the intercourfe which the European 
powers had with the inhabitants of America, Africa, and the 
maritime provinces of Afia. He difcovers the interefted and 
artful condu& of the popes and confiftory of Rome in this 
propagation of.chriftianity, and gives us a moft concife, and ia 
fome refpeéts new, account of the original of jefuitifm at that 
time. His hiftory of the council of Trent contains all that is 
valuable or material in hundreds of large volumes written on 
the fame fubje& ; and we wifh that the nature .of his under- 
taking could have difpenfed with the fanarical ridiculous jargon 
of the difputes between the Molinifts, Jefuits, Janfenifts, and 
many other feéts which, through the weaknefs of the French 
king in matters of religion, not only filled his own court and 
kingdom, but were ditleminated into other countries, Great- 
Britain and Holland in particular, 

The hiftory of the. Greek church, little ftudied by modern 
times, and the herefies that fprung up in it, together with the 
furious attempts made to reconcile it (a capital point with the 
popes) to the fee of Rome, is well executed. But it is with 
fome concern we perceive Mr. Maclaine’s love of truth, or 
what he conceives to be truth, has induced him to differ with 
Dr. Mofheim, who was a Lutheran, as to many points in dif- 
pute between the Lutherans and the Calvinifts. It cannot be 
denied that Mr. Maclaine has often deteed his original in par- 
tiality for his favourite religion. We cannot enter into particu 
lars, but fincerely wifh our tranflator had lefs wantonly gazed 
on the nakednefs of Luther, that founder, though not father, of 
the Reformation. The perufal of Dr. Mofheim’s hiftory war- 
rants us in this diftin@ion; for it is clear from thence that the 
feeds of the Reformation had been fown long before the time 
of Luther, though crufhed by the various arts of power, bi- 
gotry, and fuperftition, which the doctor has molt excellently 
defcribed and explained. This difference between the dodior 
and his tranflator runs with fome little degree of acrimony on 
the part of the tranflator through the remaining part of the 
volume before us. 

Thofe {mall fpots, however, fcarcely deferve animadverfion, 
when we refle& on the vaft mafs of learning and information 
that runs through the whole of this work. Dr. Mofheim, 
above all authors we have feen, is the moft fuccefsful in exhi- 


biting the mutual lights that true philofophy and true religion 
throw 
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throw upon each other. He has given us the moft ftriking 
‘and material particulars of the lives and do@rines of modern 
philofophers as well as divines; and it is only doing juftice 
both to the author and the tranflator to acknowledge, that 
they have been candid and refpeéful in all the accounts they 
have given us of the reformation, doftrine, and difcipline of 
the eftablithed church of England, without making my other 
compliments to the diffenters from it, than what the {pirit of 
that toleration which the wifdom of our legiflatare has efta- 
blifhed, admits of. 
~ We thall clofe our quotations from this work with a paffage 
which, at this time, when the operations-of jefuitifm are more 
than fufpe&ted in England, we hope may be thought pe- 
culiarly feafonable. Dr. Mofheim, in treating of the doétrine 
of the church of Rome during the feventeenth century, thews 
it to be more corrupt than in the preceding ages, in the fol- 
lowing words. 

‘ If we take an accurate view of the religious fyftem of the 
Romifh church, during this century, both with refpe& to ar- 
ticles of faith and rules of pra&tice, we fhall find that, inftead 
of being improved by being brought fomewhat nearer to that 
perfe& model of doétrine and morals that is exhibited to us in 
the Holy Scriptures, it had contraéted new degrees of corrup- 
tion and degeneracy in moft places, partly by the negligence of 
the Roman pontiffs, and partly by the dangerous maxims and 
influence of the Jefuits. This is not only the obfervation of 
thofe who have renounced the Romifth communion, and in the 
defpotie ftyle of that church are called heretics ; it is the com- 
plaint of che wifeft and worthieft part of that communion, of 
all its members, who have a zeal for the advancement of true 
Chriftian knowledge and genuine piety. 

' © Asto the doérinal part of the Romihh religion, it is faid, 
‘and not without foundation, to have fuffered extremely in the 
hands of the Jefuits, who, under the connivance, nay, fome- 
times, by the immediate affiftance of the Roman pontiffs, have 
erverted and corrupted fuch of the fundamental doétrines of 
Chriftianity as were left entire by the council of Trent. There 
are not wanting proofs fufficient to fupport this charge, inaf- 
much as thefe fubtle and infiduous fathers have manifeftly en- 
deavoured to diminifh the authority and importance of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, have extolled the power of human nature, chang- 
ed the fentiments of many with refpeé to the neceffity and ef- 
ficacy of divine grace, reprefented the mediation and fufferings 
of Chrift as lefs powerful and meritorious than they are faid to 
be in the facred writings, turned the Roman pontiff into d ter- 
reftrial deity, and put him almoft upon an equal footing with. 
3 the 
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the divine Saviour; and, finally, rendered, as far as in them 
lies, the truth of the Chriftian religion dubious, by their fal- 
Jacious reafonings and their fubtile but pernicious fophiftry. 
The teftimonies brought to fupport thefe accufations by men of 
weight and merit, particularly among the Janfenifts, are of very 
great authority, and it is extremely difficult to refufe our affent 
to them when they are impartially examined ; but, on the other 
hand, it may be eafily proved that the Jefuits, inftead of in- 
venting thefe pernicious do@rines, did no more, in reality, 
than propagate them as they found them in that ancient form 
of the Romifh religion that preceded the Reformation, and was 
dire&tly calculated to raife the authority of the pope, and the 
power and prerogatives of the Romifh church, to the very 
higheft pitch of defpotic grandeur. To inculcate this form of 
doétrine was the direé& vocation of the Jefuits, who were to de- 
rive all their credit, opulence, and influence, from their being 
confidered as the main fupport of the papacy, and the peculiar 
favourites of the Roman pontiffs. If the ultimate end and pur- 
pofe of thefe pontiffs were to render the church more pure and 
holy, and to bring it as near as poflible to the refemblance of 
its divine founder, and if this were the commiffion they give to 
their favourite emiffaries and doors, then the Jefuits would be 
at liberty to preach a very different do@rine from what they now 
inculcate. But that liberty cannot be granted to them as long 
as their principal orders, from the papal throne, are, to 
ufe all their diligence and induftry, to the end that the pon- 
tiffs may hold what they have acquired, and recover what they 
have loft; and that the bifhops and minilters of the Romith 
church may daily fee their opulence increafe, and the limits of 
their authority extended and enlarged. ‘The chief crime then 
of the Jefuits is really this, that they have explained with more 
opennefs: and perfpicuity thofe points, which the leading ma- 
nagers in the council of Trent had either entirely omirted or 
flightly mentioned, that they might not fhock the friends of 
true religion, who compofed a part of that famous affembly. 
And here we fee the true reafon, why the Roman pontifs, not- 
withftanding the ardent follicitation and remonftrances that 
have been employed to arm their juft feverity againft the Jefuits, 
have always maintained that artful order, and have been fo deaf 
to the accufations of their adverfaries, that no entreaties have 
been. able to perfuade them to condemn their religious princi- 
ples and tenets, howeves erroneous in their nature, and perni- 
cious in their effe&ts. On the contrary, the court of Rome has 
always oppofed, either in a public or clandeftine manner, all 
the vigorous meafures that have been ufed to procure the con- 
demnation and fuppreffion of the dottrine of the Loyolites; and 
) the 
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the Roman pontiffs have conftantly treated all fuch attempts, 
as the projects of rath and imprudent men, who, through ine 
voluntary ignorance or obftinate prejudice, were blind to the 
true interefts of the church.’ 

We are forry that we muft refer to the work itfelf for amok 
accurate diffletion of Jefuitifm, exhibited by the author, .and 
founded upon the exprefs doétrines of its votaries, and is fuch 
as mult ftrike every member of regulated fociety and. govern- 
ment with horror and indignation. 

To conclude, we muft acknowledge that our review of this 
excellent work is imperfect, though it has extended to an un- 
ufual length, becaufe the variety and concifenefs of ‘its contents 
are fuch as put us under an abfolute incapacity to-do it juftice 
within our propofed limits, The rational truths of religion 
are now fo generally underftood by the learned in England, of 
all denominations, that we cannot doubt of our receiving their 
approbation, in communicating from this hiftory a more ge- 
neral knowledge of -it to the public, as being the moft candid, 
the moft comprehenfive, and the moft inftru€tive work of the 
kind that has yet appeared, and fuch as conveys more real know- 
ledge of ecclefiaftical matters than can be found in the contents 
of any private library. 





Il. The Lives of John Wicliff, and of the moff eminent of bis 
Diftiples; lord Cobham, John Hufs, Jerome of Prague, and 
Zifea. By William Gilpin, M.A. 8vo. Pr. 5s. 64. bound, 
Robfon. 


HERE is no fpecies of writing fo entertaining as, and 

certainly none more inftructive than, biography, pro- 
vided the fubjeét be chofen with talte and judgment, and the 
tafk executed with genius and precifion. In perufing the me- 
moirs of a remarkable perfonage, the reader’s curiofity is in- 
dulged with a perpetual gratification; his undecftanding is 
informed, his paffions are interefted, his heart is warmed with 
emulation, and his condu& influenced by example. 

Mr. Gilpin has, in our opinion, very laudably and very 
properly employed his talents, in tranfmitting to polterity the 
lives and characters of thofe reformers to whofe penetration, 
piety, and perfeverance, we in a great meafure owe the purity 
of the religion we profefs. He is alfo commendable for having 
-thus, vindicated tne honour of his country, in afcertaining to 
John Wicliff his undoubted right to the title of fr? Reformer, 
in preference either to John Hufs or Martin Luther. 

This performance is ufhered in with a thort dedication to the 


bifhop of Briftol, and a very elegant poem, intitled, Tbe Howe 
oe 
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of Superflition; by Thomas Denton, M. A. reétor of Athted iri 
Surry. The life of Wicliff, to which is prefixed an emble- 
matical print of him, cannot be fuppofed to teem with inci- 
dents that will ftrike the generality of readers; but they cannot 
fail of being very interefting to all thofe who have a proper 
idea of the fuperftition, infolence, tyranny, oppreffion, and 
abufes of the popifh religion, from which our Wicliff endea- 
voured to fet his countrymen free. This reformer was a great 
enemy to the ufurpations of the Roman fee ; and gave no quar- 
ter in his writings and preaching to the mendicant friars, 
whom he juftly reprefented as pernicious drones and debauchees. 
He rejected the pope’s fupremacy, as well as the merit of mo- 
naftic vows; and he denied the real prefence in the eucharift. 
He afferted that the fcripture alone was the rule of faith;: that 
the church depended on the ftate; that the clergy ought to 
have no temporal poffeffions; that the mendicant orders 
ought to be abolifhed, as well as the greater part of the cere- 
monies of the church ; that oaths were unlawful; that domi= 
‘nion was founded on grace; that every thing was fubje& to 
-fate and deftiny ; and that all men were predeftined to éter- 
nal falvation or reprobation.—He inveighed againft fanétuaries, 
pilgrimages, tythes, and prayers for the dead; but was a ftre- 
nuous advocate for the marriage of the clergy. He believed in 
purgatory, however, and acknowledged feven facraments ; 
even in the doétrine of tranfubftantiation he feemed to waver : 
he looked upon confeffion as expedient, though not abfolutely 
neceflary; upon penance as of no merit, unlefs followed by 
a reformed life; and upon abfolution as blafphemy, when 
practifed according to the rules of the church of Rome. He 
declaimed again{t praying to faints; but thought images might 
be ferviceable to give the vulgar ftrong impreffions of the po- 
verty and fufferings of Chrift, his apoftles, and martyrs. 

After all, Wicliff, notwithftanding his eminent merit, does 
not feem to have been quite free of fanaticifm.—His unin- 
telligible notions about dominion’s being founded on grace, 
and about the devil’s being let loofe a thoufand years after 
‘Chrift ; his making fo free with the faid devil in his fermons 
and writings ; his going about preaching barefoot in:a long 
‘freeze gown ; his mortified life, and a certain intemperance of 
zeal in his declamation, are circumftances that feem to denote 
that he was not a little tinctured with enthufiafm. 

The life of Wicliff is followed by that of his difciple Si John 
Oldeaitle lord Cobham, which is alfo adorned with an alle- 
gorical frentifpiece. This gentleman was in favour with 
‘Henry V. who pathetically exhorted him to retract his errors: 
but he was fo far. from temporizing, that he flatly told the 

king 
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king, *‘ As fure as God’s word is true, to me it is fully evi- 
dent that the pope \is the great Antichrift foretold in holy 
writ.’ This reply gave fuch umbrage, that he loft intirely 
the favour of his fovereign. Indeed, lord Cobham appears to 
have been ftill a greater fanatic than his mafter, not without 
infolence and inconfiftence in his charaéter. When he was 
cited in the king’s prefence to appear before the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, he appealed to the pope at Rome, whofe power 
and authority he had before difclaimed ; and the king was fo 
incenfed, that he cried out, * Thou fhalt never profecute thy 
appeal.” When hé was examined the fecond time before the 
archbifhop and his clergy, they feemed inclined enough ‘to 
deal gently with him; but his zeal hurried him into fome 
tranfports which in a more enlightened age might be thought 
a little indecent. ‘The pope and you together (faid he) 
make whole the great Antichrift ; he is the head, you bifhops 
and priefts are the body, and the begging lars are the tail 
that covers the filthinefs of you both with lies and fophiftry.’ 
Every body the leaft acquainted with the hiftory of England, 
knows that Iord Cobham, after condemnation, efcaped from 
the Tower, and concealed himfelf for fome years in Wales, 
where he was betrayed by lord Powis. Then being brought 
to London, he was hung alive in chains, as a traitor, in St. 
Giles’s fields, and fire being kindled under the gibbet, was 
burnt to death as an heretic. 

The next article is the life of John Hufs, the famous re- 
former of Bohemia, whofe mind was firft illuminated by the 
doftrines of Wicliff, with which he became acquainted in this 
manner. 

‘In the year 1381, Richard II. of England magried Ann, 
fifter of the king of Bohemia. This alliance opened a com- 
merce between the two nations; and many perfons, during 
an interval of feveral years, paffed over from Bohemia into 
England, on the.account either of expectances, curiofity, or bufi- 
nefs: fome on the account of ftudy.. With a view of this lat- 
ter kind, a young Bohemian nobleman, who had finifhed his 
ftudies in the univerfity of Prague, fpent fome time at Oxford. 
Here he became acquainted with the opinions of Wicliff, read 
his books, and admired both him and them. At his return to 
Prague he renewed an acquaintance, which grew into an entire 
familiarity, with John Hufs; and put into his hands the wri- 
tings of Wicliff, which he had brought over with him, They 
confifted chiefly of thofe warm pieces of that reformer, in 
which he inveighs againft the corruptions of the clergy 

‘ Thefe writings ftruck Hufs with the force of revelation, 
He was a man of great fandtity of manners himfelf, and had the 
higheft 
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higheft notions of the paftoral care. With concern he had long 
feen, or thought he faw, abufes among the clergy of his time, 
which .were truly deplorable. But his diffidence kept pace with 
his piety; and he could not perfuade himfelf to caf the fir 
frome. He now found that he had not been fingular. He faw 
thefe abufes and corruptions dragged into open light; and it. 
even mortified him to fee that freedom in another, which be 
had been withheld, by a mere fcruple, from exerting himfelf.’ 

Hufs, convinced of the truth of Wicliff’s do@rines, did not 
fail to propagate them in Bohemia, where he foon became 
very popular, and attraéted the refentment of the Roman fee. 
He was fummoned to appear at the council of Conitance, 
whither he repaired on the faith of a fafe-condu& granted by 
the emperor Sigifmond, who, neverthelefs, bafely abandoned 
him to the fury of his adverfaries, After a mock trial, during 
which he met with nothing but infults and clamour, he was 
convicted of herefy, and delivered to the fecular arm. . * The 
fixth of July was appointed for his condemnation ; the fcene 
of which was opened with extraordinary pomp. In the morn- 
ing of that.day, the bifhops and temporal lords of the council, 
each.in his robes, affembled.in the great church at Conftance. 
The emperor prefided in a chair of ftate. When all were 
feated, Hufs was brought in byaguard. In the middle of the 
church, a fcaffold had been ere&ted, near which a table was 
placed, covered with the veftments of a Romifh prieft. 

‘ After.a fermon, in which the préacher earneftly ex- 
horted his hearers to cut off the man of fin, the proceedings 
began. The articles alledged againft him were read aloud ; 
as well thofe which he had, as thofe which he had not allowed. 
This. treatment Hufs oppofed greatly, and would gladly, for 
his charaéter’s fake, have made a diftin@ion ; but finding all 
endeavours of this kind ineffe€tual, and being indeed plainly 
told by the cardinal of Cambray, that no farther opportunity 
of anfwering for himfelf thould be allowed, he defifted; and 
falling on his knees, in a pathetic ejaculation, commended his 
caufe to Chrilft. 

© The articles againft him, as form required, having been 
recited, the fentence.of his condemnation was read. ‘The in- 
ftrument is,tedious ; in fubftance it runs, ‘* That John Hufs, 
being a difciple of Wicliff of damnable memory, whofe life he 
had defended, .and whofe doétrines he had maintained, is ad- 
judged by.the council of Conftance (his tenets having been firlt 
condemned) to be an obftinate heretic ; and as fuch, to be de- 
graded from the office of a prieft, and cut off from the holy - 
church.” 


. His fentence. having been thus pronounced, he was ordered 
to 
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tb put on the prieft’s veftments, and afcend the fcaffold, ac- 
cording to form, where he might fpeak to the people, and, it 
was hoped, might ftill have the grace to retract his errors. 
But Hufs contented himfelf with faying once more, that he 
knew of no errors, which he had to retra&; that none had 
been proved upon him ; and that he would not injure the doce 
trine he had taught, nor the confciences of thofe who had 
heard him, by afcribing to himfelf errors, of which he had 
never been convinced. 

. © When. he came down from the feaffold, he was iaaiedl 
by feven bifhops, who were commiflioned to degrade him. 
The ceremonies of this bufinefs exhibited a very unchriftian 
fcene. The bithops forming a circle round him, each adding 
a curfe took off a part of his attire. When they had -thas 
{tripped him of his facerdotal veftments, they proceeded to 
erafe his tonfure, which they did by clipping it into the form 
of a crofs. Some writers fay, that in doing this, they even 
tore and mangled his head ; but fuch ftories are unqueftionably 
the exaggeration of zeal. "The laft a& of their zeal was to 
adorn him with a large paper cap, on which various and hor- 
‘rid forms of devils were painted. This cap one of the bifhops 
put upon his head; with this unchriftian fpeech, * Hereby we 
commit thy foul to thé devil.’ Hufs fmiling, obferved, ¢ It 
was lefs painful than a crown of thorns.’ 

‘The ceremony of his degradation being thus over, the bi- 
fhops prefented him to the emperor. They had now done, 
they told him, all the church allowed. What remained was of 
civil authority. Sigifmond ordered the duke of Bavaria to re- 
ceive him, who immediately gave him into the hands of an 
officer. This perfon had orders to fee him burned, with every 
thing he had about him. 

‘At the gate of thé church a guard of 800 men waited to 
condué him to the place of execution. He was carried firft to 
the gate of the epifcopal palace; where a pile of wood being 
kindled, his books were burned before his face. Hufs {miled 
at the indignity. 

_ © When he came to the ftake, he was allowed fome time 


for devotion; which he performed in fo animated a manner, 


that thany of the fpeCtators, who came there fufficiently pre- 
judiced again{ft him, cried out, ‘ What this man hath faid 
within doors we know not, but furely he prayeth like a 
chriftian.’ 

‘ As he was preparing for the ftake, he was afked whether he 
chofe a confeflor? He anfwered in the affirmative; and a 
prieft was called. The defign was to draw from him a fe- 
traGtion, without which, the prieft faid, he durft not confefs 
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him. ‘If that be your refolution, faid Hufs, I moft die with» 
out confeffion: I truit in God, I have no mortal fin to an- 
fwer for.’ 

‘ He was then tied to the ftake with wet cords, and faftened 
by achain round his body. As the executiomers were be- 
ginning to pile the faggots around him, a voice from the crowd 
was heard, ‘ Turn him from the eaft; turn him from the eaft.’ 
It feemed like a voice from heaven. They who conduéed the 
execution, ftruck at once with the impropriety, or rather pro- 
phanenefs of what they had done, gave immediate orders to 
have him turned due weit. 

* Before fire was brought, the duke of Bavaria rode up, 

and exhorted him once more to retra&t his errors, -But he ftill 
continued firm. ‘1 have no errors, faid he, to retraét: I «n- 
deavoured to preach Chrift with apoftolic plainnefs; and 1 am 
now prepared to feal my do€trine with my blood.’ 
+ © The faggots being lighted, he recommended himfelf into 
the hands of God, and began a hymn, which he continued 
fing'ng, till the wind drove the flame and fmoke into his face. 
For fome time he was invitible. When the rage of the fire 
abated, his body half confumed appeared hanging over the 
chain; which, together with the poft, were thrown down, 
and a new pile heaped over them. The malice of his enemies 
purfued his very remains. His afhes were gathered up, and 
fcattered in the Rhine ; thatthe very earth might not feel the 
Joad of fuch enormous guilt.’ 

The next perfon who makes his appearance in this vene- 
rable lift of reformers is Jerome of Prague, one of the moft 
zealous foliowers of John Hafs. This man went alfo volun- 
tarily to Conftance, feemingly ambitious of the crown of 
martyrdom: but bis nature fhrunk on the trial; and, like our 
Cranmer, he figned a recantation. He was fo afhamed of his 
defection, however, that he rejoiced when he underftood he 
was to be orought to a fecond trial ; and he took that oppor- 
tunity of cifclaiming what he had done before through the 
infirmity of his nature. He fpoke with great fpirit and elo- 
‘cution; and fuffered at the ftake with the fame conftancy 
which afterwards diftinguifhed the death of Cranmer. 

The beft elogium that can be made on Jerome of Prague 
is the following letter from Poggé of Florence to the celebrated 
‘Leonard Aretin, both zealous adverfaries to the caufe of this 
Bohemian Reformer. 

‘ In the midft of a fhort excurfion into the country, I wrote 
to our common friend ; from whom, I doubt not, you have 
had an account of me. 


‘ Since my return to Conftance, my attention hath been 
3 wholly 
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wholly engaged by Jerome, the Bohemian heretic, as he is 
called. The eloquence, and learning, which this perfon hath 
employed in his own defericé are fo extraordinary, that I can- 
not forbear giving you a fhort account of him. 

‘To confefS the truth, I never Knew the art of {peaking 
catried’ fo near the model ‘of ancient eloquence. It was in- 
deed amazing to hear with what force of expreffion, with 
what fluency of langudge, and with what excellent reafoning 
he anfwered his adverfaties; nor was I lefs ftruck with the 
gracefulnefs of his mannér, the dignity of his aétion, and the 
firmnefs and conftancy of his whole behaviour. It grieved 
me to think fo great a man was laboring under fo atrocious 
an accufdtion. Whether this accufation be a juft one, God 
knows: for myfelf, I enquire not into the merits of it; reft- 
ing fatisfied with the decifion of my fuperiors.—But I will 
juit give you a fummary of his trial, 

‘ Aftet many articles had been proved againft him, leave 
was at length given him to anfwer each in its order, But Je- 
tome long refufed, ftrenuoutly contending, that he had many 
things to fay previoufly i in his defence ; and that he ought firit 
to be heatd in general, before he defcended to particulars. 
When this’ was over-ruled, ‘Here, faid he, ftanding in the 
midi of the affembly, here is juftice; here is equity. Befet 
by my enemies, I am already pronounced a heretic: I am con- 
demned, before I am examined.—Were you gods omnitcient, 
inftead of an affembly of fallible mien, you could not a& with 
moré fufficiency. Error is the lot of mortals; and you, ex- 
alted as you are, are fubje&t to it. But confider, that the 
higher you are exalted, of the more dangerous confequence 
are your errors.—As for me, I know I ama wretch below your 
notice: but at leaft confider, that an unjuft ation, in fuch an 
affembly, will be of ddngerous example.’ 

€ This, and much more, he fpoke with great elegance of 
fanguage, in the midft of a very unruly and indecent affembly : 
and thus far at leaft he prevailed ; the council ordered, that he 
fliould firft anfwer objections; and promifed that he fhould 
then have liberty to fpeak. Accordingly, all the articles al - 
ledged againft him were publicly read, and then proved; after 
which he was afked, whether he had ought to objet? It is in- 
credible with what acutenefs he anfwered; and with what 
amazing dexterity he warded off every ftroke of his adverfa- 
tries. Nothing efcaped him: his whole behaviour was truly 
great and pious. If he were indeed the man his defence fpoke 
him, he was fo far from meriting death, that, in my judg- 
ment, he was notin any degree culpable —In a word, he en- 
deavoured to prove that the greater part of the charge was 
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purely the invention of his adverfaries.-Among other things, 
being accufed of hating and defaming the holy fee, the pope, 
the cardinals, the prelates, and the whole eftate of the clergy, 
he ftretched out his hands, and faid, in a moft moving accent, 
‘On which fide, reverend fathers, fhall I turn me for redrefs? 
whom thall Iimplore ? whofe affiftance can I expe&t? which of 
you hath not this malicious charge entirely alienated from me?, 
Which of you hath it not changed from a judge into an invete- 
rate enemy ? —It was artfully alledged indeed! Though other 
parts of their charge were of lefs moment, my accufers might 
well imagine, that if this were faftened on me, it could not 
fail of drawing upon me the united indignation of my judges.’ 

‘On the third day of this memorable trial, what had paft 
was recapitulated: when Jerome, having obtained leave, tho” 
with fome difficulty, to fpeak, began his oration with a prayer 
to God, whofe divine affiftance he pathetically implored. He 
then obferved, that many excellent men, in the annals of 
hiftory, had been oppreffed by falfe witneffes, and condemned 
by unjuft judges, Beginning with profane hiltory, he in- 
ftanced the death of Socrates, the captivity of Plato, the ba- 
nifhment of Anaxagoras, and the unjuft fufferings of many 
others: he then initanced the many worthies of the Old Tefta- 
ment in the fame circumftances, Mofes, Jofhua, Daniel, and 
almoft all the prophets ; and laftly thofe of the new, John the 
Baptift, St. Stephen, and others, who were condemned as fe- 
ditious, prophane, or immoral men. An _ unjuft judgment, 
he faid, proceeding from a laic was bad; from a prieft, 
worfe ; ftill worfe from acollege of priefts; and froma general 
council, fuperlatively bad —Thefe things he {poke with fuch 
force and emphafis, as kept every one’s attention awake. 

‘On one point he dwelt largely. As the merits of the 
caufe refted entirely upon the credit of witneffes, he took 
great pains to -fhew, that very little was due to thofe pro- 
duced againft him. He had many objeétions to them, parti- 
cularly their avowed hatred to him; the fources of which he 
fo palpably laid open, that be made a ftrong impreffion upon 
the minds of his hearers; and not a little fhook the credit of 
the witneffles. The whole council was moved, and greatly in- 
clined to pity, if not to favour him. He added, that he came 
uncompelled to the council; and that neither his life nor doc- 
trine had been fuch, as gave him the leaft reafon to dread an 
appearance before them. Difference of opinion, he faid, in 
matters of faith, had ever arifen among learned men; and was 
always efteemed produdtive of truth, rather than of error, 
where bigotry was laid afide. Such, he faid, was the dif- 
ference between Auftin and Jerome: and though their opinions 
were not only different, but contradictory, yet the imputation 
of herefy was never fixed on either. ‘ Every 
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‘ Every one expected that he would now either retra& his 
errors, or at leaft apologize for them : but nothing of the kind 
was heard from him: he declared plainly, that he had nothing 
to retract. He launched out into an high encomium of Hufs; 
calling him'a holy man; and lamenting his cruel and unjuft 
death. He had armed himfelf, he faid, with a full refolution 
to follow the fteps of that bleffed martyr; and to fuffer with 
conftancy whatever the malice of his enemies could infli&, 
© The perjured witneffes (faid he) who have appeared againft 
me, have won their caufe: but let them remember, they have 
their evidence once more to give before a tribunal, where . 
falflsood can be no difguife.’ 

‘lt was impoffible to hear this pathetic fpeaker without emo- 
tion. Every ear was captivated, and every heart touched.— 
But withes in his favour were vain: he threw himfelf beyond a 
poflibility of mercy. Braving death, he even provoked the 
vengeance which was banging over him, ‘If that holy mar- 
tyr (faid he, fpeaking of Hufs) ufed the clergy with difrefpe&, 
his cenfures were not levelled at them as priefts, but as wicked 
men. He faw with indignation thofe revenues, which had 
been defigned for charitable ends, expended upon pageantry 
and riot.’ 

‘ Through this whole oration he fhewed a moft amazing 
ftrength of memory. He had been confined almoft a year in 
a dungeon; the feverity of which ufage he complained of, but 
in the language of a great and good man. In this horrid 
place he was deprived of books and paper. Yet notwithftand- 
ing this, and the conftant anxiety which muft have hung over 
him, he was at no more lofs for proper authorities and quo- 
tations, than if he had fpent the intermediate time at leifure 
in his ftudy. 

‘ His voice was fweet, diflin&, and full: his a€tion every 
way the moft proper either to exprefs indignation, or to raife 
pity ; though he made no affeéted application to the paflions 
of his audience. Firm and intrepid he ftood before the coun- 
cil; collected in himfelt; and not only contemning, but 
feeming even defirous of death. The greateft charaéter in 
ancient ftory could not poflidly go beyond him, If there is 
any juftice in hiftory, this man will be admired by all pofterity. - 
—I fpeak not of his errors ; let thefe reft with him. What I 
admired was his learning, his eloquence, and amazing acute- 
nefs. God knows whether thefe things were not the ground- 
work of his ruin. 

‘Two days were allowed him for refle&tion; during which 
time many perfons of confequence, and particularly my lord 
cardinal of Florence, endeavoured to bring him to a better 
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mind. But perfifting obftinately in his errors, he was con- 
demned as an heretic. 

¢ With a chearful countenance, and more than ftoical con- 
ftancy, he met his fate; fearing neither death itfelf, nor the 
horrible form in which it appeared. When he came to thé 
place, he pulled off his upper garment, and made a fhort 
prayer at the ftake ; to which he was foon after bound with 
wet cords, and an iron chain; and inclofed as high as his 
breaft with faggots. 

‘ Obferving the executioner about to fet fire to the wood 
behind his back, he cried out, ‘ Bring thy torch hither; per- 
form thy office before my face. Had I feared death, I might 
have avoided it.’ | 

« As the wood began to blaze, he fang an hymn, which 
the violence of the flame fcarce interrupted. 

‘ Thus died this prodigious man. The epithet is not ex- 
travagant. 1 was myfelf an eye-witnefs of his whole behaviour. 
Whatever his life may have been, his death, without doubt, 
is a noble leffon of philofophy. 

‘But it is time to finifh this long epifile. You will fay £ 
have had fome leifure upon my hands: and, to fay the truth, 
Ihave not much to do here. This will, I hope, convince 
you, fhat greatnefs is not wholly confined to antiquity. You 
will think me perhaps tedious; but I could have been more 
prolix on a fubje&t fo copious.—Farewell my dear Leonard.’ 

The life of Zifca, which concludes this volume, is fo well 
known, that we need not make any extraQs from it. We fhall 
only obferve of the execution of this work, that the file is 
concife, terfe, and perfpicuous ; that the refleGtions are perti- 
nent, the characters well drawn, and the incidents generally 
exhibited in an agreeable and interefting point of view. 





JIT. 4 new and complete Syftem of Pra&ical Hufbandry; containing 
all that Experience has proved to be moft ufiful in Farming, either 
ja the old or new Method; with a comparative View of both ; and 
avbatever is beneficial to the Hufbandman, or conducive to the Or- 
namen! and Improvement of the Country Gentleman's Eflate. By 
John Mills, 2%. Vol. II. Pr. 5s. Johaifon. 


F Mr. Mills fuppofes that any cenfures we paffed on the two 
fii ft volumes of his work, were dittated either by ill nature 
cr partiality, he does us great injuftice; if he errs, it is necef+ 
fary his errors fhould be pointed out, as they might otherwife 
he of very dangerous tendency, by leading the practical reader 
aftray 3 
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' aftcay; and if he is guilty of plagiarifn, it is but doing juftice 
to the original authors to mention how much he is indebted 
to them. 

To obviate all future objeétions, we think it neceffary in 
this place to obferve, that the writer of the feveral articles con- 
taining animadverfions on Mr, Mills’s Syftem of Hufbandry, 
never, to his knowledge, had the pleafure of being in company 
with, or even feeing that gentleman; he has heard that Mr. 
Mills is a man of fenfe and learning, but knows no more of 
him, than what may be learned by an attentive perufal of his 
works. Can, then, the writer of thefe articles be thought par- 
tial? or can he rea’onably be fuppofed wantonly to cenfure 
the works of a man. whom he never faw, and who never, he 
believes, did him the Jeaft injury? Let our intelligent readers 
refer to the work itfelf, and we flatter ourfelves, they will find 
our cenfures not il] founded, being fuch as muft naturally oc- 
cur to every mind capable of judging. 

We have the fatisfation of being able to inform our readers, 
that Mr. Mills’s third volume, row under confideration, con- 
tains near thirty pages of original matter, exclufive of the pre- 
face, part of which was written by our author, the remainder 
by the editor of the third volume of The Memoirs of the Berne 
Society. The original matter above-mentioned, we fhall be 
careful to diftinguith in the courfe of the prefent article. 

As Mr. Mills’s preface contains a fummary of the contents of 
the volume, we fhall permit him to fpeak for himfelf: 

‘ Not having been able to comprife in my fecond volume 
every article relative to the management of- grain; I have, in 
this, treated firft of the enemies to corn, beginning with weeds, 
than which no one requires more the attention, induftry, and 
perfeverance of the farmer, who muft extirpate them before 
he can have complete crops. I then point out the feveral kinds 
of vermin moft noxious to the hufbandman, and indicate the 
moft approved methods of guarding againft, or deftroying 
them. Here, a full account ts given of that formidable infeé 
which has long defolated, and had at length a)moft entirely 
laid wafte, a whole province in France. The nearnefs of our 

fituation to fome parts of that kingdom, and the parity of lati- 
tude between France and fome of our colonies, where the fame 
circumftances in the air may be produétive of the fame effeéts, 
if any of its eggs thould unfortunately chance to be brought 
here, or carried thither, rendered it neceflary to expatiate 
on the means of deftroying that amazing pernicious brood: and 
this I have done the more readily, as the fame precautions bid 
fair to extirpate every other infect that breeds in corn, —When 
d fay, that my guide in this has been Mr. Duhamel, the reader 
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will juftly expe&t that accuracy which diftinguifhes his works, 
and that fuccefs which here happily attended his labour. —The 
prefervation of corn, both in granaries, and in tran{porting 
it in thips, an article of confiderable importance to every ma> 
ritime nation, concludes the fecond part of this treatife. 

‘ Paftures, taken in a much more extenfive fenfe than the 
generality of writers on agriculture have hitherto confidered 
them, are the fubje& of my third part ; in which, comprehend- 
ing under that name whatever is, or may be, properly ufed for 
the food of cattle, I begin my firft chapter with treating of 
fuch plants as may be cultivated interchangeably with corn or 
puife. Almoft the whole of this is new, in the light here re- 
prefented, and therefore will, I hope, be of proportionably 
greater fervice; becaufe it creates a fund of pafture, hitherto 
little known in this country.—The fecond chapter treats of 
what is commonly cailed artificial grafs: an article from which 
our farmers have of late experienced many great advantages, 
but which they have not yet carried to near the perfe&ion of 
which the experiments here related prove it to be fufceptible. 

‘ In the third chapter of this part, I have endeavoured to 
draw a fair comparifon between the old hufbandry and the new, 
by relating facts, which fpeak for themfelves, and feem plainly 
to fhew, that though the advantages of the horfe-hoeing me- 
thod may not be immediate, or very ftriking, in the culture 
of corn; they are indifputable in that of pulfe, of roots, and 
of various articles which have lately enriched the effential arti- 
cle of paftures. Thus much is evident, even from the few tri- 
als that have been made of it in this kingdom.—I am forry to 
fay the few: but hope my countrymen will foon fet examples, 
which (excepting the experiments communicated by three pa- 
triots only, in all this kingdom!) I have hitherto been obliged 
to borrow from foreigners, 

© As almoft every country, efpecially if the climate differs, 
has its particular forts of natural grafies, which are the fubjeé 
of my fourth chapter; I have here pointed out the means of 
afcertaining the comparative value of each, and have given par- 
ticular defcriptions and drawings of fuch as promife the beft 
fuccefs in this country. 

¢ The appendix at the end of this chapter was occafioned by 
a-Jetter with which I was honoured by that excellent patriot the 
marquis of Turbilly, who, with that admirable greatnefs of 
mind which ftudies to extend every part of ufeful knowledge, 
was pleafed to fend me a particular account of the culture of 
the great Anjou cabbage: but too late to be inferted in a more 
proper place. 

¢ :o fifth chapter treats of a part of hufbandry in which the 
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Englih have hitherto greatly excelled every other people: I 
mean, the inclofing of land; from which we daily reap fuch 
“vatt advantages, as leave room only to wonder, that there 
fhould yet remain amonegft us prodigious tra&s of now abfo- 
jutely wafte, though in fact, highly improvéable, land.—How 
immentfely might the power and wealth of this nation, the 
{plendor and revenues of the crown, and that moft important 
obje&, population, the true bulwark of the ftrength and glory 
of a ftate, be increafed by inclofing, and Cultivating, many 
parts of the extenfive forefts, heaths, and commons, in this 
puiffant kingdom! The infinite benefits that would accrue 
therefrom, are evident to a demonftration. _ 

‘ I clofe this volume with a fubjeét truly interefting to every 
inhabitant of the country, viz. the choice of proper fituations 
to live in: for on that the health, and confequently the welfare, 
of them all muft greatly depend.’ 

The weeds which Mr, Mijls enumerates as enemies to corn, 
are bind- weed, by fome called with- -wind ; to which are an- 
nexed Mr. Lifle’s method of deftroying it, and an enumeration 
of feveral foreign {pecies of this plant (not Englifh weeds) men- 
tioned by Mr. Miller in his di€tionary. Next follow blue-bot- 
tle, knapweed, matfellon, or centaury, all names of the fame 
plant; and chickweed, with cockle or darnell, colts- foot, (with 
Mr, Lifle’s obfervations on it) cornflag, and corn-marigold. Our 
author next mentions couch, couch-grafs, quick-grafs, knot- 
grafs or dog-grafs, and devil’s-bit, dock, dyers-weed, ground- 
ivy, may-weed or morgan, mugwort, mullein, nettle, filver- 
weed or wild tanfey, thiltle, chickweed (the common, the firft 
mentioned being that fometimes called fpatling poppy) char- 
lock, cow-wheat, devil in a bufth or fennel flower, fenugreek, 

sroundéel, hares- foot trefoil, ftraw-berry trefoil, melilor, {fpur- 
rey, wild-garlick, crow: garlick or cow-garlick, wild. oats, wild 
poppy or red-weed, and wild-vetches. 

The vermin Mr. Miils mentions, are moles and birds, as 
rooks, {parrows, and pigeons; with infe&ts, as ants and pif- 
mires, which our author obferves do great damage te corn in 
hot countries; {nails and flugs, the grub, large maggot or 
rook-worm; worms; together with fome fmall infe&ts, which 
he mentions from the writings of Du Hamel, De Chateauvieux, 
Lifle, Poupart, and Tillet: but the moft important of thefe in- 
fe&ts is that defcribed by Meff. Du Hamel and Tillet, which has 
done fo much damagein the Angoumois. As it is not impoffi- 
ble but this infeé&t may, fome time or other, infeft England, 
Mr. Mills has kindly extraéted as much of Meff. Du Hamel and 
‘Tillet’s treatife, as fills about forty-five pages of his work. 

| In chapter 1V, where our author treats of the prefervation 
of 
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of corn, the reader will find many ufeful obfervations, princi- 
pally extraéted from Dy Hamel’s Elements of Agriculture ; af- 
ter which we are prefented with a fort extra&t (only of about 
thirty pages of Mr. Mills’s volume) from Du Hamel’s Traité de 
Ja Confirvation des Grains, Culture des Terres, & Elemens d’ Agri- 
culture. 

We now come to the third part of Mr. Mills’s praétical huf- 
bandry, where he treats of paftures. Our author divides this 
part of his fubje&t, namely, paftures, into three claffes: 1. Thofe 
of which the roots are the principal part ufed for pafture, fuch 
as turneps, carrots, parfnips, parfley, potatoes, &c. 2. Thofe 
whofe leaves and feeds are ufed for pafture; fuch as cabbage, 
cole, rape, &c. 3. Thofe which are properly called grafs; as 
clover, rye grafs, perennial-vetches, &c. We never before 
knew that either clover or perennial-vetches were properly called 
grafs; that clover is wulgarly called fo, we acknowledge, but it 
is certainly no fpecies of gramen. 

In the article of turneps, Mr. Mills has colle&ted, from. va- 
rious authors, fome ufeful obfervations; but candour obliges 
us to confefs, that they might have been more methodically di- 
gefted; and, indeed, if he had confulted fome Norfolk farmer, 
he might have obtained an account of their improved method 
of cultivating this root, which would have been much more 
ufeful than all he has faid on the fubje&; and would, befides, 
have had the additional merit of originality. In page 161, he 
recommends raifing turnep plants in nurferies, and tranfplant- 
ing them in regular rows; but to this he fhould have added a 
very neceflary caution, n2 mely, to remove them very young ; 
forifa turnep is removed after it is applied, the root does not 
encreafe ia fize, but the plant runs away to feed. 

The next article comprehends carrots, parfnips, and parfley, 
in which there is nothing worth notice; and he fets out with 2 
miftake in faying, that carrots have only of late years been culti- 
vated ia the fields in England for feeding cattle; for in the eaft- 
ern parts of Soffolk, the ufe of carrots for the winter feed of 
cattle, has been long known and pradifed ; and it is common 
for the farmers there, to make carrots ferve the fame purpofe 
turneps have many years done in Norfolk. 

Potatoes next engage our author’s attention; he relates an 
Irifh method of planting them, extracted from Switzer, which 
he oppofes to that of Mr. Millers In this article Mr. Mills is 
very deficient; for though he allows that the Irifh hufbandmen 
excel in this culture, yet he takes no notice of their method of 
raifing grafs- potatoes on lay land, nor of their manuring their 
{tiff loams with lime-ftone, gravel, or fand, as they call it, in 


order to procure a good crop of flax. 
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Of cabbages our author fays but little ; it is to be hoped, 
however, if his work ever arrives at a fecond edition, he will 
fupply the deficiency from Mr. Randall’s Treatife of the Semi- 
Virgilian Hufbandry, where he may alfo find fome ufeful hints 
refpecting the potatoe. Ofcole or rape he fays ftill lefs, tho” 
it is fo important an article in the modern improved hufban- 
dry. In Lincolnfhire, Cambridgefhire, Suffolk, Effex, and 
many other counties in that part of England, fome hundred 
thoufand acres of cole-feed are annually fown for feeding cattle 
and making oil; yet our author beftows on this plant fome- 
what lefs than two pages. The marquis of Turbilly had not, 
we prefume, when Mr. Mills wrote this part of his work, pub- 
jifhed his Effay on the Culture of Cole-feed, as praétifed by the 
Fiemifh Farmers, or our author would certainly have made ufe 
of it. 

When Mr. Mills treats of clover, it is with his ufual doubts; 
his extracts are badly arranged and unconneéted; his note un- 
der page 202 is to the laft degree confufed ; and we muft be of 
opinion, that he has in it entirely miftaken Mr. Miller’s mean- 
ing. 

Io the beginning of our author’s accaunt of the culture of 
faint-foin, he gives various extra&s from Tull, Du Hamel, Wor- 
lidge, &c. But in the conclufion he makes us ample amends, 
by inferting fome experiments on faint-foin, communicated to 
him by a worthy and patriotic baronet in Yorkfhire. This'ts not 
only original matter, but is alfo of real value; and indeed we 
with we could, for the fake of.our country-readers, have ex- 
traéted a part of the account; but as it would fwell this article 
to too great a length, we muft refer the curious to page 226, 
& fequent, 

In defcribing the culture of lucerne, Mr. Mills inferts in his 
work Mr. Rocque’s pamphlet on that fubjeé&t, but without the 
additions or alterations of the fecond edition, finze publifhed, 
which we prefume he might have had, if he had confulted Mr, 
Rocque. In page 247 a very ufeful experiment is recorded, 
made by a gentleman of the army, who fowed fome lucerne by 
way of experiment on a ftrong clay, in the county of Surrey, 
which fucceeded; and confequently fhews, that lucerne, with 
proper tillage, will thrive on heavy as well as on light foils. 
The twenty-feven fucceeding pages are filled with Mr. Miller’s 
account of the culture of lucerne, extraéted from his dictionary, 
and the account of fome experiments made by Monf. de Cha- 
teauvieux. Our author is a great recorder of experiments al- 
ready made public. ‘Towards the conclufion of this article, 
are fome fhort, but ufeful remarks on the fubje&, communi- 


cated by a Lincolafhire baronet, a man of fenfe and experience, 


which are worthy of attention, Our 
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Ogr author next treats of the cytifus; but as it is far froma 
being certain that we know what plant was cultivated by the 
ancients under this name, he has wilely faid but little concern- 
ing it. Mr. Miils’s account of burnet is, we are forry to fay, 
confufed from the beginning to the end; infomuch that we 
defy the moft attentive reader to difcover the author’s mean- 
ing in various places. He is certainly either negligent or 
culpable, in not giving due honour to the late Peter Wyche, Efq; 
to whom we really owe the idea of cultivating burnet as food 
for cattle; for Mr. Rocque only improved on his hints and di- 
rections ; and the merit of the Society of Arts confifted in adopt- 
ing his intentions. This is well known to many members of 
the Society, the committee of Agriculture in particular, and to 
all Mr. Wyche’s friends. 

We fhall pafs over Mr. Mills’s comparifon of the old hufban- 
dry and the new, becaule it contains nothing zew on the fub- 
jest. 

When our author treats of natural graffes, he borrows cow 
pioufly from Mr. Stillingfleet ; and, what is moft unpardonable, 
in his plate of graffes, he fuffers his engraver fervilely to copy 
Mr. Stillingfleet’s prints, though, if he had been the leaft ac- 
quainied with the fubject on which he was writing, he might 
have gathered fpecimens, and had them all drawn after 
nature. He has alfo confounded the trefoils with the graffes, 
by treating of them under the fame head. In page 346 are 
mentioned two graffes, in an extra from Dr. Elliot’s Effays on 
Field Hufbandry, which are likely to prove valuable, namely, 
the timothy- grafs and the fow] meadow-grafs ; both now actually 
cultivated by Mr. Rocque, of Walham-Green. From the fame 
author Mr. Mills has another extra& of a fingular nature, re- 
lative to the time of cutting down bufhes, when they are to be 
extirpated. We know very well that plants will bleed more at 
fome times than they will at others; perhaps thefe are the times 
difcovered by the door; but we muft refer to the paffage in 
page 352 of the volume we are now reviewing. Can furze be 
called a grafs? Mr. Mills treats of it under the head, Natural 
Grafs. We have the fame to fay of broom, petty whin, Spa- 
nifh broom, fern, worm-wood, &c. fee page 361 & fequent. 
Our author’s method of watering land, which follows foon af- 
ter, is chiefly extra&ted from the Memoirs of the Berne Society. 

In page 419 of this volume, Mr. Mills inferts a letter he had 
received from the marquis of Turbilly, concerning the culture 
and ufes of the Anjou cabbage fhrub. As this relation is cu- 
rious, and likely to be ufeful in England, we fhall here give it 
a place, by way of extract: 

.* The Anjou cabbage fhrub is one of the moft nfeful 
le- 
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leguminous plants, for country people. It will grow in al- 
moft any foil, not excepting even the moft indifferent, pro- 
vided it be fufficiently dunged. It is but little known about 
Paris, and in many other places, where it might be cultivated 
to great advantage. 

‘ The feeds of this cabbage are commonly fown.in June,. in 
a quarter of good mould in the kitchen garden, which is wa-: 
tered from time-to time in cafe ef drought. They will rife pretty 
fpeedily, and fhould be thinned foon after, wherever they 
ftand too thick. ‘The next.care is to keep them free from 
weeds whilit they grow, by hoeing the ground between them: 
At All-faints, they fhould be tranfplanted into the field where © 
they are to remain. They fhould be planted there in trenches 
dug with a fpade, pretty deep; that is to fay, they fhould be 
buried almoft up to the leaves. The diftance between thenr 
fhould be two feet, or two feet and a half, every way, ac- 
cording to the goodnefs of the foil, Particular care fhould be 
taken never to plant them with a dibble, as gardeners 
plant other forts of cabbages, A layer of dung fhould be 
fpread along the bottom of the trench, and the roots of the 
tran{fplanted cabbages fhould be covered therewith, The mould 
taken out fhould then be returned back upon this dung; and, 
as the trench will then no longer hold it all, there will remain 
a ridge between each row of cabbages. 3 

‘ Towards the middle of the next enfuing month of May, 
the ground fhould be well ftirred between the plants, with a 
{pade, or fome other proper inftrument, and its whole furface 
fhould then be laid quite level, After this, nothing more re- 
mains to be done, except pulling up the weeds from time to 
time, as they appear. 

‘ Many hufbandmen fow the feeds of thefe cabbages with 
thofe of hemp; and though this way be not fo fure as the 
former, it often fucceeds very well, efpecially in wet years. 
When the hemp is pulled up, one finds a multitude of little 
cabbages, which, having then a freer air, afterwards grow 
apace. They are tranfplanted at All-faints, in the manner 
before directed, and are preferred to thofe of the kitchen gar- 
den, becaufe they are not fo apt to run up to feed the next 
fpring : for that is an accident which happens fometimes to 
fome of thefe cabbages, in certain years; and it then becomes 
receflary to replace them by others which have not run up, 
and which are referved for this purpofe in a feparate fpot- of 
ground. 

© Several farmers ufe a plough to cut the trench for tranf- 
planting thefe cabbages: but then they do not remove them 


till the fpring, and leave them in the mean while in the place 
where 
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where they were fown. They afterwards give the earth a fies, 
sing with a fpade, and lay it fmooth, towards the end of 
May, in the manner before dire&ted. One fees in many farmg 
in Anjou and Poitou, whole fields of thefe cabbages, which aré 
a very great refource. 

‘ In the month of June, furch of thefe cabbages, which are 
already large, as do not turn in their leaves for cabbaging, but 
fijll continue green, begin to be fit for ufe, and foon arrive at 
their greateft perfection, which they retain till the next fpring, 
when they begin to run up, and afterwards bloffom. Theit 
feads ripen toward the beginning of July, and what is intended 
fot fowing fhould be gathered then. 

‘ In Anjou, when thefe cabbages are entirely run up, they 
generally grow to the height of feven or eight feet; fometimes 
they reach to eight feet and an half high, or nine feet; and 
even yet taller ones have been feen. 

< From the month of June, when thefe cabbages begin to be 
fit for ufe, their leaves are gathered from time to time, and they 
fhoot cut again. They are large, excellent for foop, and fo 
tender that they are drefled with a moment’s boiling. They 
never occafion any flatulence, or uneafinefs in the ftomach, 
and they are alfo very good food for cattle, which eat them 
greedily. They likewife increafe greatly the milk of cows, 

© Such are the properties of this kind! of cabbace, greatly 
efteemed in Anjou, Poitou, Brittany, the Maine, ard fome 
other neighbouring provinces. In Anjou, farmers are even 
bound by their leafes, to plant yearly acertain number of thefe 
cabbages, and to leave a certain number of them ftanding when 
they quit their farms. 

‘ This cabbage forms a kind of thrub, the great utility of 
which may be gathered from this; that its leaves afford nou- 
rifiment to men and cattle; and its ftalk, which is about the 
thicknefs of one’s wrift, is ufed for fuel, when dry. It there- 
fore is a common faying in Anjou, that every one of the cab- 
bages is worth five fols (two pence half penny) a year. 

‘ It fometimes happens, in extreme fevere winters, that 
fome of thefe cabbages are frozen ; and this is looked upon ag 
a great lofs, in the countries | have been {peaking of : but that 
accident is rare; becau‘e this kind of cabbage refifts froft bet- 
ter than moft others. 

‘ The ground where thefe cabbages are planted fhould be 
fenced in very carefully, by hedges, or ditches, in order to 
preferve them from the depredations of cattle, which are ex- 
tremely fond of them. With this’ precaution, I have made 
fsveral plantations of them near the houfes which I have built 


in the midft of the heaths and commons that I have broken up 
and 
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and improved; and they have fucceeded well, though the foil 
is but very indifferent in many places. 

‘ I have, near my houfe in Anjou, two well inclofed fields, 
deftined for this fort of plantation. They are planted alter- 
nately, every year, with young cabbages. When thefe are 
pulled up, after they have feeded, in the fecond year, at the 
time before mentioned, the ground where they ftood is dug 
up, and fowed with peas or beans, the crop of which being 
taken off before All-faints, makes room for planting of new 
cabbages, at the proper feafon. The foil is loofened and en- 
riched by the peas and beans, and by this means the land never 
is refted ; nor is it ever exhaufted, becaufe it is dunged when- 
ever the cabbages are planted. 

‘© Thefe cabbages are of fuch excellent fervice to me, that 
T have often wondered at their not being cultivated in all the 
different countries of Europe. I believe they would fucceed every 
where; and I advife all hufbandmen to make plantations of 
them. Astheir feeds are not yet fold at Paris, the. beft way 
will be to procure them from one or other of the above named 
provinces; and there, to be the furer of them, from actual 
farmers. 

‘I with that this fhort memoir, founded on my own expe- 
rience, may contribute to extend the culture of this very ufeful 
plant.’ 

In chapter V. our author treats of inclofing, which fhould 
certainly have been inferted in the former part of his work, for 
a good farmer will doubtlefs inclofe before he either plows or 
fows; and Mr. Mills concludes this volume with an enquiry in- 
to the moft proper fituation of farms and farm-houfes. 





IV. Mufeum Rufticum ‘SF Commerciale: or, Sele Papers on Agri- 
cnlture, Commerce, Aris, and Manufafures. Fol. IV. Pr, 63. 
Davis. 


S this work was evidently calculated for improving the 
ftate of our national hufbandry, fo we are inclined to be- 

lieve it has proved of great fervice to agriculture. It has raifed 
in the breafts of the Britith farmers a fpicit of reading for im- 
provement, and, what is of ftill greater importance, a fpirit of 
communicating, for the benefit of their brethren, the refult of 
their experience. The honeft yeoman, whofe patriotic fpirit 
naturally glowed within, but who wanted a proper channel to 
communicate his thoughts to the public, now with pleafure 
feizes the opportunity offered to him of perpetuating thofe 


methods.of prattice which he has been taught by obfervation 
. and 
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and experience, by means of which fo much benefit may be 
derived to potterity. . 

The volume now before us affords many ftriking proofs of 
the truth of the above remark, as the world would, in all pro- 
bability, have been deprived of the Old Effex Farmer’s Letters,. 
as wéll as of thofe written by E.$.—Y.—Mago.—Ruricola, 
Gloceftris, and many other correfpondents whofe communica-. 
tions are of real utility, had the Mufeum Rufticum never been 
publifhed, Nor muft we, on this occafion, forget the reve-. 
rend Mr. Comber, whofe letters, though they may. contain 
fome drofs or alloy, undoubtedly abound with much genuine’ 
and pure gold. ‘ 

We fhall now proceed to inveftigate the merit of fome of the 
pieces which comipofé this fourth volume. Number I. which 
feems to be the produdtion of fome honeft and intelligent far- 
mer, contains proofs why adding farm to farm is greatly detri- 
mental to the nation. ‘This writer is a great enemy to en- 
groTers of land; and gives fome very folid reafons, why one’ 
mam fhould not be fuffered to rent afmoft a whole parith; 2 
cafe, we believe, too often verified. The directions for prun-. 
ing peach-trees, contained in Numb. IV. merit the reader’s ate’ 
tention. ; 

Though P. H,’s dire&ions in Numb. VI. for ftabbing hoved’ 
cattle, are accurate and ufeful, yet his remarks on burnet are, 
by far too hafty ; in fa&t, he appears to be unacquainted with 
Rocqtie’s burnet, and in the notes on the former part of his 
letter, he is much too philofophical for the honeft farmer’s 
reading. 

Y.’s letter, Numb. VIfl. on the ufefulnefs of acquiring a 
knowledge of foreign practices in hufbandry, abounds with good 
fenfe, but we ate afraid will prove of little uf to the practical 
hy fbandman.: 

Y. Z. who has been a very ufeful correfpondent to this 
work, has communicated to the editors fome experiments 
which may be ferviceable to many: the firft relates to the en- 
creafe in the weight of wool when laid up in the fleece’; the 
sext, Numb, XV. contains experiments to determine the real 
and comparative expence of burning candles of various forts 
and fizes.; and laftly, the expence of burning chamber-oil in’ 
lamps with wicks of various fizes. 

Numb. XIX. figned E. S. is truly curious and ufeful, for it 
contains a ftate of the expence of a hoed crop of wheat, and 
the profit of it is compared with that of the old or common 
hufbandry. This gentleman, who, if we may judge from his 
flile, is both a man of fenfe and a fcholar, preferves a ftric 


ixapartiality in his examination; yet we find that on 2o acres 
) 6 of 
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of land, in a courfe of nine years only, there will be a bal- 
lance of near rol. in favour of the new hufbandry. 

The Old Effex Farmer, the great advocate for the fubfi- 
dence and recovery of chalk on ftiff clays, in Number XXII. 
like a true citizen of the world, is well pleafed to find that the 
phenomenon on which he builds his hypothfis has been ob- 
ferved by others as well as himfelf; and indeed his quotations 
from fome foreign tracts ferve greatly to corroborate what he 
has before advanced. His doétrine will, we doubt not, be in 
time univerfally adopted, but perhaps not before the world 
has experienced a fevere lofs in the death of its author, Mr. 
Auttio’s letter, which immediately follows, is recommended to 
the perufal of all who have any connexion with our North A- 
merican colonies. 

S. R’s improvement on the crane-wheel appears to be ra- 
tional, and we are forry to find it was never put in praice. 

The Kentith man’s letters particularly merit the attention of 
the pradtical farmer, becaufe they contain a feries of experi- 
ments made for the improvement of poor land. 

We would advife the farmer who is inclined to try the new 
hufbandry, to read with the greateft care and attention the letter 
figned E. S. Number XXIV. as it contains fome dire€tions re- 
lative to this fubject which are undoubtedly excellent, and ap- 
pear to be the refult of pra@ice. 

Y’s letter, recommending the ufe of broad wheel waggons to 
farmers, carries with ita great deal of reafon, particularly as 
the writer feems to argue from fatts.. The next piece is truly 
valuable, being in our opinion the beft account of the culture 
of madder publifhed in our language ; we cannot therefore re- 
fift the temptation of laying it before our readers. 

‘1 have been, fays this gentleman, a pradtical growet of 
madder for feveral years, and have tried it upon lands of: va- 
rious kinds ; and as | apprehend the cultivation of it in Eng- 
land is of great importance to. our trade and commerce, I am 
willing to communicate (through your channel) the refalt of . 
my experiments to the public, 

‘My firft trial was upon a fmall piece of ground near my 
houfe, of about forty perches of land, lying pretty low and 
moilt, of a deep mellow foil, and rich black mold, a little in- 
clining to fandy; and underneath about two feet and a half, 
and in fome places three feet of good earth, was a bed of loofe 
fand, with a mixture of gravel, 

‘I have been the more particular in the defcription of the 
nature of this land, becaufe it produced the beft Englifh mad- 
der I ever had, both as to quality and quantity. 

‘In March I caufed this plot to be duga full {pit deep; and 

VoL. XX. Augef, 1765. I as 
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as it was under natural grafs for fome years before, I took caret 
in digging to throw the top turfas low as poflible, turning the 
mold uppermoft, in order to prevent the grafs from fpringing ;. 
which had the defired effe&. I alfo took care to pick out all 
the roots of weeds, and other noxious plants, which were 
found therein. 

‘ In this Rate it remained above a month ; then with a line 
I divided it into beds of five feet wide, and two feet interval 
between each bed, raifing them a little in the middle with fome 
of the earth in the intervals; then with iron rakes the beds 
were reduced to a fine garden-mold, leaving them a little 
rounding, like afparagus beds, in order to fhoot off the rain- 
water; and having procured fome ftrong pack-thread, at every 
foot diftance I tied a fmall piece of white woollen-yarn, and 
thus continued the whole length of the line, which afterwards 
ferved as a rule where to fix the plants. 

‘ This line was extended the whole length, upon the outer- 
moft bed, fix inches from the fide ridge of it ; then with iron- 
fhod dibbles a madder-plant was fet ftrong in the ground, near 
every tuft of white yarn fixed along upon the line. 

‘ This row being thus planted, the line was removed two 
feet forwards, which brought it exa&ily to the middle of the 
bed; this being alfo finifhed, the line was again removed two 
feet, and planted as before; and this method | continued till the 
whole was planted. Thus. there were three rows of plants in 
each bed, at two feet diftance, and one foot apart in the rows;. 
and the diftance between the innermoft row of one bed, and 
the cutermoft row of the next adjotning bed, was three fret. 

‘ During the firtt fummer I kept the young madder quite clear 
from weeds by hand-hoeing, as foon as any appeared ; and in 
October following I took the haulm, that over-ran the ifter- 
vals, and fpread it over the beds, without cutting any off ; 
then with a fpade I covered the haulm with the earth from the 
jntervals about two inches thick.. 

‘In this. condition it remained during the winter, 2nd in 
March following the young madder came up very thiek and: 
{irong ; and as faft as any weeds appeared, I kept them down 
by hoeing, as before; but in the fecond fummer I found there 
was no neceflity of repeating the hoeing after the middle of 
June; for the haulm was now grown fo very luxuriant as en- 
tirely covered the furface of the ground, and thereby pre 
vented the weeds from growing ; and in O&ober I again fpread 
the haulm upon the beds, arid covered it over with the earth in 
the intervals, as before. 

‘There are three good reafons for covering the madder in 
winter, 


‘The 
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« The firit is the new drefling of the beds with frefh untried 
earth. 

‘Secondly, by this method deep trenches are formed at pro« 
per diftances throughout the whole plantation, and confe- 
quently the beds are kept dry and healthy, and thereby the 
roots are prevented from rotting, which otherwile they are 
apt to do, if the water continues too long foaking on the 
beds. 

‘ The third reafon is ftill more efficacious; for by this 
means the haulm is entirely rotted, and the volatile falts con- 
tained therein are wafhed down to the roots by the winter 
rains, which tends more to encreafe the vegetation of the plants . 
than double the quantity of any ether fort of manure. what- 
foever, and for this reafon, becaufe the falt, inherent in the 
hbaulm, is of the fame kind with that which was before ex- 
tracted-out of the ground by the growing of the madder, and 
is now returned into the earth again, in order to ‘renew its 
former office of vegetation. 

‘In the third fummer very little work was. required, only 
two flight hoeings in April and May, owing to the itrength of 
the haulm, which covered the ground as in the preceding fum- 
mer ; and in O@ober following, the roots were taken up, and 
this {mall piece of ground produced one thoufand nine hun- 
dred and fixty-five pounds * of green roots, which were very 
large, and the madder, upon trial, was found to be exceeding 
good, 

‘In cultivating madder, great care ts to be taken to fee that 
every fet oc plant has fome fimail fibres at the noot; and this 
ought particularly to be obferved by, thofe who are employed 
in taking them out of the ground; for unfkibful perfons, not 
ufed to the bufinefs, very ofgen draw up fuch as:bave no fibres, 
at all and then they certainly mifearry. 

The belt way is, to remove the ,earth feb rin| the mother- 
plant with a fall hand-hoe, or. fome:/uch inftrument; and 
then you may eafily find which ef the young chain have fibres, 
and which not. . 

‘In the fecond fpring you muft be cautious not to take off 
above two or three fets from each root; bur mothe third 





* This is feventeen hundred, two quarters, and five pounds, 
and, in kind, at fifteen fhillings per hundred, (which is a low 
price as madder now fells) comes to thirteen pounds three fhil- 
lings and two-pence, being the produce of a quarter of an 
acre only ; which fum, multiplied by four, makes the procuce 
of an acre fifty-two pounds twelve fhillings and eight-pence. 


J 2 {pring, 
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{pring, when they are deeply rooted, you may take off almoft 
as many as you pleafe, without injury. 

‘The fooner the young plants are fet after they are taken 
up, the better ; and if you are obliged to have them at a di- 
ftance, fo that they cannot be fet again in lefs than three or 
four days after they are taken up, they muft be well watered 
at firft planting, and repeated, as often as you fee occafion, 
till they have taken root. 

“In dry feafons, the young plants very often die for want 
of moifture foon after they are planted; and in large planta- 
tions the expence of watering would be too great; therefore I 
always get my land ready early in the fpriog, and wait for 
fome fhowers falling; and when I find them juit at hand, and 
fometimes in the rain, I get a great mvany hands, and imme- 
diately go to work, fome * taking up, and others raking and 
planting, fo that the whole is foon finifhed, even in a large 
piece of ground ; and when the plants are well watered at firft, 
they foon take root, and afterwards they will ftand a dry fum- 
mer very well. 

‘In the meft favourable feafons fome few plants always die 
foon ‘after they are fet; therefore, about three weeks after 
planting, you mutt go over your madder ground, and replace 
fuch as have failed, with the beft and molt likely plants ; and 
if the feafon be dry, let them be well watered at firft planting ; 
but if, after all, you find any mifcarry, (which, in a dry fum- 
mer, they fometimes will do) the beft way is to fill up the 
vacancies + with winter-plants, in O@ober following, juft be- 
fore you cover the haulm. 

Madder may be fuccefsfully planted from the middle of 
March to the end of May, according as the {pring is either 
forward or otherwife; but if fhowers fhould happen to fall in 
April, this is the beft month in the year for planting madder. 
There fhould be no dung of any kind laid upon the ground 
during the time the madder ts growing, becaule it has been 





* Women are generally employed in this work, and two men 
will plant as faft as fix women can draw, 

+ Io September or Oftober, when the madder is dug up for 
ufe, you may obferve, near the crown of the root, feveral 
branches thick fet with fmall buds, and fome fibrous roots 
growing underneath: thefe, when cut into lengths of about 
three or four inches each, and planted any time duriag the 
winter, will grow very well. 


N. B. they are called winter-plants, by way of diftindicn. 
found 
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found to give the madder a bad colour; and if the land is in 
good heart, and proper for the purpofe, there will be no need © 
of it. 

« About five years ago, I planted an acre of madder on a 
light, dry, fandy - foil, which produced a tolerable crop, but 
nothing equal to the other. 

‘ I likewife tried it upon an acre of land, of a loamy, mel- 
low foil, fomewhat fandy, about a foot deep in mold; and uan- 
derneath is a cold, ftiff clay: from this piece I had. great 
expectations, as the plants thrived very well at firit, but in the 
fecond fummer, when the roots reached the clay, the ‘plants 
died away, and came to nothing; therefore I am fatisfied, a 
cold clay is by no means proper for madder. 

‘I have alfo, at this time, two other acres of madder, 
which I intend to take up next winter ; it will then have ftood 
three fummers. The foil is a deep hazel mold, worth about 
twenty fhillings per acre. Inftead of digging it with the {pade, 
{ plough-trenched it at leaft eighteen inches deep, but managed, 
in all other refpe&s, like the former. Fiom the appearance it 
made lait fummer, I have no great expefations from this 
plantation, though, 1 fancy, it will be a faving crop. 


* Expences attending the culture of an acre of madder, fuppofing the 
land to be worth forty fhillings per acre. eee A 




















© Rent for three years 6 00 
Digging ditto at two-pence per perch 1 68 
Dividing ditto into beds, two men one day, at one 

fhilling each o 20 


* 


Raking ditto, two men one day, at one fhilling each o 20 
Planting ditto with two thoufand plants, one day, at 

one thilling and fix- pence each 
Six women to take up two thoufand ditto, at fixe 

pence each, one day 
Hoeing the firft fummer five times — — 
Covering ditto in autumn the firft year -——— 
Hoeing ditto the fecond fummer three times — 
Covering ditto in autumn the fecond year 9 —— 
Hoeing ditto the third fummer twice — — 


To be paid in lieu of tythe, at five fhillings per acre 
per annum 





oO 
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— O50 
Digging ditto out of the ground — —. §.e0 
Total of expences —- 1¢ 42 2 

As IT always allow my people beer when they are 
about this bufinefs, 1 may add ae om o 60 
Which brings the whole expence to 15 18 2 


I 3 la 
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‘ In the above account I have not reckoned anv thing for 
the plants; for though they coft confiderably at firft, yer it is 
then done once for all, to any perfon who continues to propa- 
gate madder, as he has always a cenftant fupply from his own 
piantations, h vaidah 


© Produce of an acre of madder — --- 52 12 6 
Expences —— 15 18 2 
Clear profit —-- _——- — 36144 


© In the bufinefs I follow, which is that of a clothier, a 
great deal of madder is ufed in dying; and being of opinion 
that there are many ufeful difcoveries now lying dormant, only 
for want of proper methods to bring them to light, I deter- 
mined to try an experiment on madder; accordingly I took 
twenty pounds of the green root, and having wafhed it clean 
from dirt and filth, I bruifed it in a large irom mortar juft be- 
fore ufing, and with other ingredients I dyed half a pack of 
wool of a dark, full drab; upon examining my colour, | found 
it full as good as though | had ufd four pounds of the beft 
umbro madder, imported from Holland; fo that, according 
to this calculation, which is fuunded on experiment, five 
pounds of green macder-roct is equal to one pound of dry ma- 
pufadtured madder; and asl have found this method to anfwer, 
I have continued to ufe the root in this condition ever fince, and 
find it much the beft and cheapeft way ; for the green root is 
bruifed very eafily in the mortar, and thereby faves a great ex- 
pence in drying, pounding, &c. 

© Before I quit this fubje&t, I would advife thofe perfons wha 
are inclined to cultivate madder, to be very cautions in the 
choice of land for this purpofe ; for hereon their fuccefs chiefly 
depends. Madder being a plant that draws a great deal of 
nourifhment, confequently the richeft and deepeft lands are 
to be chofen, and fuch as lie pretty low; for high lands are 
feldom fertile. 

‘ If, by means of this letter, any of my countrymen fhould 
be excited to a laudable attempt to cultivate this ufeful com- 
modity, they will probably find the direfions here laid down 
not only vfeful, but neceflary, as being the refult of many 
years experience, 


: I am, Gentlemen, 
February 16, Your humble fervant, 


4765. A CLorTHIER, 


© P.S. Thad almoft forgot to give dire@ions for preferving 
the green madder-root, which is eafily done by covering it 
over with f.n4, or dry earth, till you have occafion to ule it ; 
and 
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end T have reafon to believe it might be fecured in this ftate 
for many years, without injury, on a dry earthen floor.’ 

We have already obferved, that fome of Mr. Comber’s let- 
ters are truly valuable. To point out all the ufeful pafiages with 
which they abound would take up too much room: yet we 
muft recommend to the perufal of our country readers his reflec- | 
tions on the culture of rye, contained in number 50. Mago’s 
letter, which immediately follows, is alfo undoubtedly worthy of 
notice: it contains an account of fome experiments made in 
fowing and tranfplanting burnet, in drilling oats, and tranf- 
planting lucerne. Y.’s two pieces marked number 62 and 63, 
are curious and ufeful; the fame may be faid of number 69, 
which in ene view fhews the daily, weekly, and yearly allow- 
ance of provifions for each man.in the royal navy. The néxt 
letter, figned Mago, fhould be attentively read by all who are 
fond of improvements, and wifh to introduce the general ufe of 
that valuable plant called lucerne. 

The editors have prefented the public in this volume with a 
moft elegant quarto copper plate, containing reprefentations 
after nature of all the graffes; for gathering the feeds of which, 
the Society for the Encouragement of Arts has advertifed pre- 
miums. The fpecimens for this purpofe were furnifhed by Mr. 
Comber, and two writers who ficn themfelves Clericus and 
Londinenfis. Such a plate will be more peculiarly ufeful, as 
fome of the graffes advertifed are not to be found either in 
Mills’s Hufbandry or Stillingfleet’s Tra&s, to which alone the 
candidates are referred. 

In teftimovy of the merit of number 76, on the lateral 
prefiure of water, we need only mention that Mr. Perry’s name 
is at the head of it. Mr. Comber’s comparative view of the 
profit of wheat and rye lands in the fame neighbourhood, con- 
tained in number 8z, has its ufe. Number 87 contains a very - 
ufeful though fimple method of making horfes lye down in a 
ftable ; it confifts only in tying apiece of ftrong packthread or 
laycord tight round the horfe’s tail, without breaking the fkin, 
and as near the rump as poflible. ‘The Flemith farmer’s: me- 
thod of cultivating cole-feed by tranfplantation, as related by 
the marquis de Turbilly, of which an abftra& is given by Cleri- 
cus in number 89, merits an attentive.perufal. Number 93 de- 
fcribes a method of plowing peculiar to Egypt, recorded by Ea- 
felguift, who was one of the moft promifing difciples of Lin- 
nzus, and who firlt explored the natural hiltory of Paleftine and 
many parts of Egypt: this method confifts in fixing a tube ia 
fuch a manner as to convey water, from a bag, which hangs 
on the plowman’s fhoulder, to the earth near the fhare point in 
plowing. | 
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To infert in this work fuch of the Society’s premiums as re- 
late to agriculture or mechanics, was certainly a prudent ftep ; 
as they will, through this channel, be probably conveyed to the 
very people who ought to know them, which repeated pubdlica- 
tions in the news papers have never been able to effeét. Cle- 
ricus’s botanical account, in number gg, of the feveral grafles 
contained in the plate juft menticned is a very ufeful illuftration 
of it. Wethink the writer merits the thanks of the public for 
his endeavours to improve our agriculture. The dire&ions for 
raifing flax, containcd in number 106, are excellent; and they 
have the additional merit of being compofed by fome expe- 
rienced officers of the commiffioners and truftees for fifheries, 
manvfa&tures, and improvements in Scotland, being diftributed 
gratis fome time fince by order of the above commiffioners, 
Another effay cn the culture of flax immediately follows, be- 
ing an abftra& of a letter publifhed by the very accurate and 
intelligent Mr. Tfchiffeli, in the Memoirs of the Berne Society. 
The two methods may thus be eafily compared, and if either 
of them fhould be in any point deficient, it may be improved 
by the other. We would, by no means, have our readers ima- 
gine, that of the 108 pieces contained in this volume, thofe 
cnly we have mentioned are poffeffed of merit ; on the contra- 
ry, we know there are many more highly ufeful, and if the 
fubjeéts of fome few are deemed trite and common, let the can- 
did reader refleét, that the principal intention of the work is to 
improve the common farmers, many of whom are entirely ig- 
norant of praétices well known in parts at no great diftance 
from their habitations, 





-_— 


V. Chryfal: or, the Adventures of a Guinea. Wherein are exhi- 
ited Views of feveral Ariking Scenes, with curious and intereft- 
ing Anecdotes, of the moft noted Perfons in every Rank of Life, 
whofe Hands it paffed through, in America, England, Holland, 
Germany, and Portugal. By an Adept. Vols. Ill. and IF. 
12m0. Pr. 6s. Becket. 


N reviewing the two firft volumes of this work (fee vol. g, 
i pag. 419) we binted that the author writ too much from 
refleAion, and too little from nature. He feems to have pro- 
fited by our obfervation, for in the two volumes before us, we 
know that he has drawn many charaéters from nature, or ra- 
ther from life, and confequently with truth, juftice, and preci- 
fion. His defcription of the Britifh fervice by fea and land, 
during the late war, and the characters he introduces, may be 


ufeful even in a national fenfe; but the latter are fo ftrongly 
marked, 
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marked, that it would be improper in us to fay any more on 
that fubjeét. It is fufficient to obferve, that Mr.Chryfal, the hero 
and fuppofed author of the ftory, by coming into the poffef- 
fion of vatious officers in both departments, has an opportu- 
nity of exhibiting fcenes and actions which hiftorians and news- 
writers never knew, and had they known them they durft not 
have publifh’d. His defcription of the condu@ and fentiments of 
two noble brothers, the one a foldier, the other a feaman, proves 
that fince our review of his two former volumes, this author 
has beheld xature refiefed by a true mirror. Tounbend the mind 
of the reader from real incidents, the novelty of which confiils 
in the agreeable and uncommon manner of their being told, 
the author has, we think, very jndicioufly, thrown in feeeral 
affe€ting incidents, which, though fictitious, give a relief to his 
living chara@ers. In fhort, we think that the firit, book of the 
third volume before us is well worth the attention, not oaly 
of the public, but its governors, 

In the fecond book of the fame volume, his defcription of 
a worthy Britifh fubjed, long refident in America, and deferv- 
edly ionoured with diftinQions and titles by his royal mafter, 
and who finds a lady wandering in the woods, who proves _af- 
terwards to be an Ephefian matron, is forced, unnatural, and 
improbable. We cannot approve of the unlimited, and in- 
deed incredible, concubinage, in which the fame worthy.com- 
mander indulges himfelf with his American women; and, ad- 
mitting the fa& to be true, it had better have been fuppreffed. 
We have nothing to object to Chryfal, while in cultody of a 
certain patentee; and the adventure of the baboon is a good 
laughable circumftance, in the defcription of the more than in- 
fernal monaftery which he exhibits; tho’ we are forry if any 
part of the fcenes he prefents are real, 

Common, or rather vulgar fame, does not at all juftify Mr. 
Guinea, in the account of the perfonage who is fuppofed to 
have hanged a poor wretch, while he was feeding him, with 
the hopes of a pardon. His defcription of the beau, to whom 
he was paid by a pawn-broker, is humorous, juft, and to be 
often found in life: we fhall give a fpecimen of our au- 
thor’s manner and genius, in his account of this beau’s way of 
living; which, we think, is well painted, aad thews great 
knowledge of the world. Speaking of his receiving him from 
the pawn-broker, he fays, * When this weighty tranfaQion 
was concluded, he returned home, and changing his drefs re- 
paired to a coffee-houfe at the court end of the town, where he 
talked over the news of the day with all the fignificant airs and 
importance of one in the fecret, confirming every word he faid 
with the authority of his coufin, this lord, or his friend that 

duke, 
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duke, till he carelefsly out-ftayed all his engagements for fup- 
per, when a Welfh-rabbit, and three penny worth of punch, 
made him amends for the want of adinner, and he went home 
fatisfted. 

© Well as I was by this time acquainted with the inconfitt- 
encies of human life, I could not help being ftruck with the 
contradiGtion between the external appearance, and domettic 
ceconomy of my new mafter. The former was in all the ele- 
gance of tafte and affluence, while the latter was regulated by 
the firi&eft parfimony that nature could fupport. He lodged 
in a houfe, which opened into a genteel ftreet, and had a 
back door into a blind ailey, that ferved htm whenever he chofe 
to go out or come in incog. Here one room up three pair of 
ftairs (but the name of the ftreet over-balanced that, and every 
other inconvenience) ferved him for every purpofe of life, in 
moft ef which he miniftered to himfelf, undifturbed by the 
company of any ene, but his hair-drefier, laundrefs, and tay- 
Jor, at their appointed times. To ali others he was coniftantly 
denied by the people of the houfe, who received all meffages 
for him, and returned proper anfwers. But the manner of his 
life will be beft defcribed by the hiftory of the one day, I was 
in his poffeflion, rhe bufinefS of every day being invariably the 


fame. 
© As he had fat up late, it was near noon when he arofe, 


by which genteel indulgence he faved coals, for his fire was 
never lighted till after he was up. He then fallied cut to 
breakfaft in a tarnifhed laced frock, and his thick foled thoes, 
read the papers in the coffee-houfe (too foon after breakfaft to 
take any thing) and then walked a turn in the park, till it was 
time to drefs for dinner, when he went home, and finding his 
ftomach out of order from his laft night’s debauch, and his 
late breakfafting, he fent the maid of the houfe for a bafon of 
pea-foop from the cook’s fhop to fettle it, by the time he had 
taken which, it was too Jate for him to think of going any 
where to dine, though he had feveral appointments with peo- 
ple of the firft fathion. When this frugal meal was over, he 
fet about the real bufinefs of the day. He took out, and’ 
brufhed his beft cloaths, fet his fhirt to the fire to air, put on 
his ftockings and fhoes, and then fitting down to his toilet, on 
which his wafhes, paints, tooth powders, and lip-falves were 
all placed in order, had jult finifned his face, when his hair- 
dreffer came, one hour under whofe hands compleated him a 

firft rate beau. 
¢ When he had contemplated himfelf for fome time with 
pride of heart, and pradtifed his looks and geftures at the glafs, 
a chair was called, which carried him toa fcene of equal mag- 
7 n-ficence 
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nificence and confufion. From the brilliant appearance of the 
company, and the eafe, and feif-complacency in all their looks, 
it fhould have feemed that there was not one poor or unhappy 
perfon among them, But the cafe of my mafter had convinced 
me what little faith is to be given to appearances, as I alfu 
found upon a nearer view, that many of the gayeft there were 
in no better a condition than he. 

‘ Having reconnoitred one another fufficiently to lay in a 
fund for remarks, and bandied about the common cant of 
compliments, the company fat down to cards, when the looks of 
many of them foon underwent a change. For predential rea- 
fons my mafter always declined engaging in parties of this na- 
ture, but this night all his addrefs could not excufe him. A 
lady, whom he had dreffed at for a confiderable time, happen- 
ing to come late, unluckily wanted one, and feeing him idle 
would take no apology. He complied therefore with the beft 
grace he could, and invoking fortune with more fervency than 
he had every prayed to heaven, cut in; when chancing to fall 
againft her, her fuperior luck, or fkill, aided not a little by his 
anxiety, foon firipped him of every fhilling in his pocket, and 
fent him home in a penfive mood, to ftudy ways and means 
for raifing another fupply ; and on this occafion I followed the 
{miles of fortune, and entered into the fervice of the winner.’ ~ 

The pidture and hiftory of the female gamefter, is agreeable 
and well told; and the colonel’s hiftory entertaining. We 
cannot, however, omit obferving one improbability in the bi 
tory of our Guinea; and that is, his familiarity with authors, 
whom he has a moft excellent knack at defcribing. The rake’s 
adventures in the waggon, at the inn, and at his marriage, are 
defcribed with true humour. 

We can however by no means approve of this manner of 
writing, which was firft introduced into the Englifh language by 
the authorefs of the Atalantis, to ftigmatize the whig a¢mini- 
{tration under queen Anne. The true fecret of its fuccefs lies in 
taking off fome ftrong, noted, feature, which marks the perfon’ 
fo as not to be miftaken; and then the author is at liberty to’ 
tack to it every circumitance of infamy and falfhood, that can 
either gratify his own malice, or promote the fale of his’ 
work, 

We beg leave to obferve, that to ridicule folly and to ex- 
pofe guilt, require different talents, If Mr. Foote had added 
murder, poifoning, perjury, inceft, or the like crimes, to the 
characters of his Autioneer, his major Sturgeon, or his Com-’ 
mifiary, the exhibitions of thofe would have been received by 
the public with contempt and deteftation ; and we cannot help 
being of opinion, that the benefit which mankind receives 

from 
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from the deteétion of fifty wicked charafters, cannot compen- 
fate for the crime of traducing one worthy perfon,. 





Vi. Original Poems on feveral Subje&s. In two Volumes. By 
William Srevenfon,: M. D. 12mo. Pr. 5s. fewed. Hawes. 


Phebe, fave, novus ingreditur tua templa Jacerdos. 


HIS author has taken the laudable precaution to inform 

the public, in black letters, that: his book is entered in 
Stationers- hall according to a& of parliament; a very neceflary 
declaration, in an age when good authors are fo apt to be in- 
jured by the piracy of bookfellers and periodical compilers. 

No lefs laudable and pious is our bard’s dedication to his 
own father, which abounds with many warm expreffions of 
filial love, gratitude, and veneration. 

In the preface, which is fenfible enough, we find one plea- 
fant mittake, relating to our worthy friend Dr. Armitrong, 
whom our author mentions as an eminent phyfician and poet 
of the laft age.— This is a fort of foretafte of pofthumous 
fame which few authors are indulged with during their natural 
lives. 

The advice which Dr. Stevenfon gives to the critics is not 
amifs, ‘ Were J authorifed to prefcribe (fays he) when the cri- 
tic fhould put on his fpeGtacles, and efiimate the merit or de- 
merit of my book, after dinner fhould be the precife period, 
when the mind has been (perhaps) delighted and amufed with 
agreeable company, and gently elevated with a glafs of gene- 
rous liqucr.’ As it is uncertain, however, when we may be 
indulged with a good dinner and a chearful glafs, we have fat 
down :o perufe thefe poems frefh and fafting, when the fpirits 
are alert, and the judgment is unclouded by the fumes and va- 
pours of indigeflion. 

In the firft place then, we muft ailow that in the firft poem 
of this colle€tion, intitled ‘ Vertumaus, or the Progrefs of Spring, 
in fix books,’ we find fome animated lines, and warm defcrip- 
tion: at the fame time we cannot help faying, it is on the 
whole a crude piece, which might have been very well fpared, 
confidering that-our author’s countryman, Thomfon, had al- 
ready obliged the world with a philofophical poem of extra- 
ordinary merit on the fame fubje&, from which, if we miftake 
not, Dr. Stevenfon has freely borrowed. 

We fhall net dwell on little errors or miftakes in the rhyme, 
cadence, or quantity of fyllables. Thefe are indeed owing to 
the Scotch manner of pronunciation; fuch as, /evere rhyming 
to air. 


Sounds 
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Sounds infinitely vary’d they pra&ife, 
Sink to the lute, or to the clarion rife.— 

— Brooks foully fwoln by many a fordid rill, 
The grofs refufe of ev'ry flimy hill. 


Inftances of the bathos are nor witinen best: é. gs {peaking of 
winter ; 





‘While a dark mift of vapours round him forms, 
From every quarter gathers in his ftorms, 
And locks up all his magazines of cold, 

| That late requir’d the mantles thickeft fold :’ 


The faid winter 


‘ Speeds fullen to the north’s congenial fky, 
Where icy deferts meet his downcalt eye; 

‘Where barren tracts immenfe, to {pring unknown, 
With all the depths of wildnefs overgrown,’ 


We apprehend this laft couplet is a flat poetical contra- 
di@ion ; inafmuch as a place overgrown with all the depths of 
qwildnefs, implies rather a luxuriancy of fpring than a want of 
it ; if there is not ftill.another impropriety in reprefenting a 
defart overgrown with depths. 

For flatnefs and anticlimax, take the following lines. 

— ‘ For one thing fome, fome for another call,— 
— Ocean and fky, at unknown diftance met, 
Serene, feem to reproach their fails unfet’?— 


We might fwell this account with a great number of articles, 
but we have no pleafure in multiplying ftri€tures ; neverthelefs, 
‘if every line was animated and‘ correct, we fhould ftill com- 
plain that the poem was little elfe than 


Verfus inopes rerum, nugeque canoré.— 
Where mere defcription holds the place of -fenfe. 


After the ‘ Progrefs of the Spring,’ which takes up hear one 
half of the firft volume, we. have an-‘ Ode to Spring,’ and in 
fhort, fo many flowers, and plants, and fhrubs, and rainbows, 
zepbyrs, ftreams, and azure fkies, that we are almoft fick of 
the. poetical profufion. We have obferved that the Scotch bards 
in general, (and one in particular, who has been. blind from 
his infancy) deal much in defcribing the vernal beauties of the 
year, which they paint with fuch a luxuriant pencil, that one 
would be apt to believe they.trulted entirely to.an imagination 
running riot in a cold, barren country, where they cannot re- 
gulate their fancy by the real exhibitions. of nature. Perhaps, 
indeed, after a tedioys and fevere winter, fuch as one muft'en- 


dure | in Scotland, the faint appearance of fpring produces a 
double 
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double portion of exhileration, and the Caledonian bards make 
the moft of it, as the beft miners are found in the pooreft 
mines, For our parts, when we read this poem, the fcene of 
which is laid in Scotland, and find the poet expatiating on 


‘ The rich grape in purple clufters hung ;’— 


Or, defcribing a love-fick fwain in fpring, ftretching himfelf 
fait by the grafly margin of a brook ; or 


‘ Where lime-trees from noon’s piercing glance to {creen, 
Throw over head a canopy of green;’ 





we cannot help fubtraéting as much praife from the poet’s 
tafte and judgment, as we are inclined to grant to his genius 
and imagination, He puts us in mind of an adventure in 
which we were concerned in the days of our youth. A gen- 
tleman of a very amorous complexion, and very thin habit of 
body, wrote a fonnet in praife of his miftrefs, and refolved to 
fing it under her window at midnight, to an air of his own 
compofing. The piece was replete with fire and fcorching 
flames; but the night was extremely chill, and though the 
lover had wrapped himfelf in a great coat, his teeth were 
chattering with cold, while he declared in meafured cadence, 
that he was glowing, burning, and confuming with love. Not- 
with{tanding his proteftations, his quaking and quavering in- 
creafed to fuch a degree, that he found it impoffible to execute 
his performance until he had borrowed an additional garment 
from a watchman, for which he paid half a crown. Thus equip- 
ped he continued his ferenade till he difturbed the family, and 
the cafement opening at the very inftant that he fung, JZ droop! 
I die! he received fuch a falutation as had almoft made his 
words good.—It was an unfavoury bath, which, though it 
cooled the heat of his love, kindled up the flames of a fever, 
which had well nigh fcorched him to death, 

We cannot pretend to particularize every poem of this col- 
le&tion ; but candour requires that we fhould give the reader 
a few fpecimens of the author’s talents ; and thefe we fhail ex- 
hibit without feleétion. 


‘On the Ruins of an old Elm. j 
— Arbores loquantur, non tantum fera. Puxp. 


HAIL! ag’d remains of what thou once haft been, 
When, mantied o’er with vernal foliage green, 
For ftature thy fair form unrival’d ftood, 
‘The land{cape’s pride, and monarch of the wood. 
O did a fpark of Pope’s unequall’d fire, 
The elegiac numbers but infpire, 
Fron 
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From thy bare ftump the laurel fhould arife, 
And thou once more affeé fublime the fkies ! 
What revolutions, in life’s itrange affairs, 

In ftations, places, fortunes, ftudies, cares, 
Haft thou beheld, fince firft thy infant root 
Did deep in earth its tender fibrils fhoot ! 
To portray all, whate’er the well-earn’d praile, 
In pointed numbers, and in faithful lays, 
Would occupy the fam’d Horatian quill, 
Yet (ftrange) the catalogue imperfect ftill; 
Or his, at once his fubje& and his claim, 
Who fung the general paffion, Jove of fame. 
Yet fhall the mufe, content with aiming well, 
Attempt a theme where others may excel. 
Say, fince thy birth, what undertakings plann’d, 
What armies rais’d—a rumour to withftand. 
In feas of their own blood what millions drown’d, 
What battles fought—about an inch of ground., 
What furies veil’d in facerdotal gown, 
Sent from below to turn worlds upfide-down, 
What arts a ftain on merit to affix, 
What villains wafted in a coach and fix, - 
Thoufands of Virtue’s fons obfcurely born, 
Haply, the humbleft {tations to adorn. 
What midnight lamps confaum’d —a day to fix, 
What learning fpent—that three and three make fix. 
What fpleen — our merit fuffers by compare. 
What noble goodly ftru€tures—built in air. 
To hide us — from ourfelves, whattreble bars, 
What marks of honour—in love’s glorious wars. 
What tours to diftant regions—ia the brain. 
What contefts to fupport—a harlot’s train. 
What engines rear’d—a rocket to expel. 
What kingly.favour fhown—for pimping well. 
What godlike a&s of bounty—to be feen. 
What grand contrivances—a knave to fcreen. 
What pomp of language—to defcribe a dance. 
What great refolves—in fafhion to advance, 
What fa&tions form’d—to difcompofe a ftage, 
What laws to mend—the gaming of the age. 
What gen’rous friendthip—to ourfelves avow’d. 
What dignity of lo6k—his Lordthip bow’d. 
What fortunes mortgag’d—that a horfe. may run. 
What ftriking talents—to compofe a pun. 
What dreadful terrors—for a midge’s fling. 
What fums ezpended—en an infedt’s wing. 
What 
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What loud laments—a monkey to béwail, 

What grief—for trampling on a Jap-dog’s tail. 

What freedoms us’d by each fierce fon of thunder, 

Refolw’d—his fword and fheath fthall never funder. 

With what audacious haughty fronr he ftruts, 

Like yonder bull againft fome tree that butts! 

By method valiant, and by piece-meal brave, 

How much unlike himfelf would he behave! 

To Clodia, fee how quick revers’d his plan, 

For Clodia, like a hero, -kill’d his man! 

Not fo mild Ned, he ne’er his rapier gor’d, 

And hence is threaten’d by each poltroon’s fword. 

But let the mufe to other objeéts turn, 

With indignation and with anger burn, 

While fhe but narrates, in impartial rhyme, 

What pafs’d when mankind faw thee in thy prime. 
To fettle faith what fanguine crouds in arms. 

What fet devotions paid—to Circe’s charms. 

What recollection—at a tart reply. 

What manly boldnefs—to maintain a lie. 

What high debates—to fix 2 ftallion’s price. 

What ftrength of reafoning—to defend-a vice. 

What ftrong foretaftes of heav’n, what perfeét blifs, 

What chafte enjoyments—in a ftrumpet’s kifs. 

What looks of dark defign, not to difclofe 

A mighty fecret-—which all mankind knows. 

What cordial fhakes, with many a gen’rous vaunt, 

What promifes—to thofe who nothing want. 

What looks of honeft meaning—to beguile. 

What years attendance to obtain—a fmile. 

What learn’d advice—a freckled brow to cure, 

What Chriftian calm—a pimple to endure. 

What pious multitudes to church repair, 

To take their godly'’nap, or fee the fair. 

How er’ry night long Sarco’s fam’ly pray, 

For he defrauds his cuftomers all day. 

Vano how. like a faint, none really more, 

Juft now the doétor gave poor Vano o’er: 

How Cafto’s voice in talking feldom finks, 

For the beft-reafon, Cafto never thinks. 

How furious Marcia, ftamping on the floor, 

Poor George (black crime) forgot to fhut the door. 

What obloquy—Aurelia feeks the fhade. 

What cruel jefts—Amanda’s rofes- fade, 

What endlefs fighs — not that Afpafia’s ill, 

But O! the deétor —kept her from quadrille, 
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What joyful looks (apart) what triumphs vaft, 

Juft now Almira’s hufband—breath’d his laft, 
How wedloék-women—of fourteen adore. 

How felf-deny’d to. marriage—full threefcore. 

How meek Faftidia gen’roufly would wed, 

Could the but take a coronet to bed; 

While Chloe ventures on a man downright, 

For O—! he danc’d moft charmingly laft night, 

How many maids to marry ftill delay, 

Becaufe (alas) no hufband comes their way ; 

Becaufe (at the mere thought compaffion ftarts ) 

If wed, whole fcores would die of broken hearts | 

But who can travel through the maze of life, 

Its little contefts, buftlings, cares, and ftrife, 

Hopes, wifhes, fears, in quick rotation feen 

Thy vernal bloom and thy decline between ? 

Sooner the eye may Spring’s caft bloffoms count, 

Or leaves in Autumh’s whirling blafts that mount. 

But now, alas! thy glory is no more, 

Thy glory wont each feafon to reftore. 

How emblematic of man’s common doom, 

Man, fo conceited of his nodding plume ; ; 

Like thee, to fee a few fhort fummers glide, 

Then be difrob’d of all his gorgeous pride; 

Small fpace between, howe’er his profpe&s tow’ ry 

His rites funereal and his natal hour ! 

Shall mortals then on length of years depend, 

And ftretch out life almoit without an end ; 

To fortune, ftrength, to youth, or beauty truft, 

Torefcue, or detain them from the duft ; 

When elms themfelves, with all their proud difplay 

Of branchy verdure, wither and decay? 

Elms, that can brave thé winter’s-northern blaft, 

But by Time’s ftronger hand fubdu’d at laft.’ 


There are fome epigrams at the end of this volume, which, 
out of tendernefs to the author, we thall not tranftribe, 

In order to fhew that the author is in utrumgue paratus, either 
to pour the cornucopia of praife.and panegyric, or wield the 
trenchant blade of fatire, -he begins the fecond volume with 
keen Iambics. He gives us three cantos of what, he cals 
poetical charaters, and more than once dire&s his bolts 
againft Churchill, of formidable memory. We would have 
withed, for his own fake, he had, not diiturbed the athes of 
that fatirift ; for notwithftanding his declaring in a note, that 
he had written thefe ftrigtures before the death of the faid 

VoL. XX. Auguft, 1765. K Churchill, 
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Churchill, the reader will be apt to reflect, that though written, 
they were neither publifhed nor printed; and therefore might 
have been better omitted, out of regard to the good old maxim, 
De mortuis nil nifi bonum, 

Though we cannot afford a great deal of room for quota- 
tion, it is but juft that we fhould make the reader acquainted 
with our author’s ftile in fatise; we fhall therefore infert-one of 
his fhortett eflays of this kind. , 


ZEPHALIND 4&,. 


* Yes, Zephalinda fain would wed, 

And venture with a man to bed; 

If he can make it but appear, 

His rent’s a thoufand pounds a-year ; 

The more above it ftill the better, 

But nought below it e’er will get her. 

Her darling you exa& defcribe, 

If you can him with efquires tribe ; 

Though it is hinted at by fome, 

Artifts fucceed might—with a plum, 

Her wooer, to fuccefsful prove, 

Muft with his bags in hand make love; 

The weightier they, our fair lefs nice, 

Her {miles faflidious bought by price : 

A guinea’s jingle has more charms, 

More moving pow’rs, more foft alarms, 

Than all the pathos that abounds 

In mere articulated. founds ; 

Alas! your oratorial youth 

Speak freely ev'ry thing but—truth. 

Come then, for Zephalinda’s fmile, 

Who talk this unaffected ftyle ; 

Above the vulgar daub of pbrafe, 

Which always want of tafte betrays. 

Your language, without foreign aid, 

Untaught by Johnfon, can perfuade ; 

The true laconic mode of fpeech, 

Which fcorns that fniv’ling term, befeech = 

Come, to receive, nor ever part, 

A Zephalinda’s faithful heart ; 

And fure—till gold and-virtue one, 

You peace and joy muft fmile upon. 
Nor think our fair fultana can 

Impofe upon the fons of men. 

Who voluntar’ly wears her chaias, 

Value receiv’d, at leaft, obtains. 
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For is the not fupremely—wirty; 
Though blockheads hence her yoke-make pity 
Who can her beauties half difplay ? | 
Blithe, courteous, young, polite, and gay. 
What further would ambition crave? 
Come then, and buy the charming flave. 

Whether her fuitor whig or tory, 
To our fair maid’s a trifling ftory. 
Whether a Methodift, -or Quaker, 
He (ev’ry Sunday) ferves his Maker; 
With look demure, or prieftly quirk, 
Obeys the high church,’ or the kirk. 
Whether, with three-tail’d wig, or bag, 
Some learn’d jurifprudential wag ; 
Who nobly faves, wher fools tinlock it, 
His client’s fortune—ini bis pocket. 
Whether a doétor of renown, 
Sweeping in facérdotal gown ; 
Who knows, to charm thie tavith’d fait, 
All arts and fciences bat-pray” cr: 
Or, as nice qualms ne’er overftock’d her, 
A very downright carnal do&tor ; _ 
Who, when fome malady has fpent her, 
From death can fave her—to torment her. 
But chief the likes, to tell the truth, . 
A dear, dear military youth ; 
Who never can to her prove cruel, 
Unlefs when he declines a — duel. 
Thefe all, if fortune makes them like, 
With equal charm of merit ftrike. | 
Each thus, though pair’d like heav’n and hell, 
Becomes the other’s parallel. 
Whate’er his colour, fair or brown, 
With carriage up, or carriage down ; 
Whether a coxcomb, fop, or cit, 
With, or quite deftitute of, wit ; 
A boor, in fox chace garments clad, 
Or court-fpark, perfectly well bred : 
Whether a patriot of renown, 
Ih rolls of parliament fet down ; 
Or that fierce vindicatcr morum, 
Some plump-cheek’d juftice of the quorum : 
In fine, whate’er his birth or rank, 
His money landed, or in bank ; 
Whate’er through life his cafual track is, 


A rake in theory, or in practice; 
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If he can but commodious fix 
Our charmer in a coach and fix, 
Such, if but phyfically man, 
Comes up to Zephaliada’s plan: 
And juftly too; for marriage, fure, 
Ts not Love’s, but Ambition’s cure. 
Nor rafhly Zephalinda blame, 
Not anxious more for wealth, than fame, 
Who fame’s purfuit ‘fo far would carry, 
As to be wretched, that is, marry. 
Say, why the rich man the affects, 
And nobly merit poor negleéts. 
Thus, to evince her fterling wit, 
She greatly dotes on facred writ ; 
Would have its fayings all fulfill’d, 
And all its precepts deep inftill’d ; 
Concern’d, that confecrated book 
Should be for pert romance forfook ; 
(How well the on the fenfe has ftumbled !) 
Which fays, * The proud man fhall be humbled.’ 


His apoftrophe to the Reviewers in what he calls the Con- 


elufion of his Satires, we take in good part, and with pleafure 
treat him as gently as we can, confiftent with that impar- 
tiality which we propofe as the rule of our conduét. 

The laft part of the fecond volume is compofed of a ccl- 
leétion of elegies and epitaphs, fome of whieh ate unconfciona- 
bly long, and others infipid enough.—The elegy on the cut- 
ting down of an oak takes up no lefs than fixty-two pages. — 
One of the leaft exceptionable is that to the memory of Wil- 
kam Shenftone, Efq. 


To the Memory of William Shenftone, Efq; 
Quis defiderio. fit pudor, aut modus 


Tam chari capitis? 


¢ Ye facred Pow’rs of harmony ! if fuch 
E’er put the fable robe of mourning on ; 

Now, when no gen’rous eye can weep too much, 
Now fhed the plaintive tear, for Shenitone’s gone, 


Nor fled a kindred fpirit to the fkies 
Lamented more by all the tuneful train! 
But him they vain implore, with ftreaming eyes, 
‘Fo animate his gentle form again! 
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Ah! not for this, death with officious grafp 
Seiz’d the ftrang lyre that trembled in his hand, 
While to his breaft his arms tenacious clafp, 
And angéls*rotnd but talf-confenting ftand ! 
Ah! not for this, the early fuddeh call, 
Some radiant feraph’s golden harp to tune, 
While humbly he his own’on earth let fall, 
But ah ! humanity ftilP thinks too foon! 
For Shenfioné gone, while filence mafes round; 
Hear the fad genius of. each grove bewail! 
Villas return, the melancholy found, 
And echoes dwell upon the mournful tale ! 


Sad murmurs waft it down the gurgling brook ! 
Sad zephyrs figh it throtgh the‘ confcious thade ! 
To heav’n when he his blifsful journey took, 
Few pow’rs of fong behind their Shenftone ftaid. 


Shenftone! with what inchanting voice he fung! 
How fmooth, how chafte, how foft, his numbers flow ! 
How on each note the ravifh’d fhepherds hang! 
How did theit hearts dilate! their bofoms glow! 


For oft. he fond deceiv’d the'lengthen’d hours, 
To copy Naturé, made‘immortal hence 
How delicately love’s all-gemle pow’rs: 
Touch’d inte life’ his nicely-feeling fenfe ! 
Eow few, O'nature, happily é¢xeel’ . 
in thy prime gifts; fimplicity and’ eafe? 
Thy carelefs elegance Becomes us well, 
if we the car would captivaté, or pleafe. 
Say, whence the labour’d ftrains.negleéted flow, . 
Tho’ haughty learning boafts each fplended line? 
Hence, wotild the felf-proud critic deign to know, 
Beyond thy. teft, O Nature! we refine, 
How little art imparts, when all the gives, 
Vainly to rival him‘ by thee infpir’d, 
_ Let Shenftone tell !—but ahi! no Shenftone lives, 
Elfe angels mourn a-bard-from heav’n retir’d ! 
Heav'’a'clainis its bards, “a‘lautel-circled throng, 
A few revdiving' funs"to mortals tent; 
From«éarth} if haply tatrying there too long, 
To fummon them,  Death’s on kind meflage fent. 
Thus he, who grew immortal as he fung 
’ The blifsful pair in Edén’s happy clime ; 
Rehearfes now, with rapture on his tongue, 
To gods the wonders of his theme fublime. 


K 3 Thus, 
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Thus, the remembrance all our grief renews, 
While we a Pope or Addifon deplore ; 

Thus mourns in elegiac verfe the mufe 
Britannia’s boaft, her Shenftone, now no more! 


But nature means no triumphs o’er her fon, 
For not unkind the earth of him deprives; 

Let then no more our tears officious run, 
Shenftone ftill lives, while the herfelf farvives, 


On the whole, a commendable ftrain of virtue and reli- 
gion runs through thefe poems, The author feems to be 
a good chriftian, and a moral man, and we doubt not, is 
an able phyfician; but we cannot in confcience allow him to 
be a great poet, nor admit him, according to his motto, as 
a coniecrated flamen into the temple of Apollo, 





VII. Models of Converfation for Perfons of Polite Education. Scled- 


ed and Tranflated from the Fréneh of M. P Abbé de Bellegarde. 
- Bue. Pr. 4s. Millar. 


HIS performance is by way of dialogue, which is carried 
on ‘by 'thfeé friends, Arfennes, Ariftus, and Timanthes. 
The author’s method is to lay down a fubjeé for converfation, 
and to illuftrate it by paffages from hiftory, efpecially that of . 
France. ‘The firft converfation tui'ns upon the diforders of the 
paffions; and, id our opinion, a very infipid converfation it is, 
and fuch»as a fchool-boy of the third form at, Weftminfter 
would be flogged for, were he to prefent it as an exercife. We 
fhould not be fo fevere jn our cenfure could we difcover in it a 
featiment that is either new in itfelf, or containing any thing 
above the level of the molt vulgar writer, if he bas common 
fenfe. That theréader may judge for himfelf, we thall feleé& 
the firft three fpecimens that occur in the book, and give. the 
feparate opinions of the three prolocutors; ~ 
‘ It muft be owned, 'fays Ariftis, addrefling himfelf to his 
two friends, that man poffefies many foibles which need reforma- 
tion: He is continually running headlong into’ the groffeft 
faults, when he fuffers his paffions to get the afcendency over 
him. The greateft geniafes lofe themfelves, like other men, 
when led by paffion;: for it cafts a fhade over man, which e+ 
clipfes the light of his reqfon. Hence proceed his caprices, his 
whimfical temper, his refilefs difpofition, his doubts, his 
ficklenefs, his inconftancy, the refolutions which he forms one 
moment and abandons the next, and the many ill-concerted 
undertakings which are fo often. attended with fuch fatal confe- 
quences. 


© Moft 
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"* Moft men ‘até’ not ignorant of what you fay, replied Ar- 
fennes; they know very well, by their own experience, the 
mifchievous tricks which their paflions play them; but then 
they will not take fufficient care to defend themfelves from the 
furprizes of this’ domeftic and dangerous enemy. The patft 
does not long engage their atrention to what may happen 5 but, 
after fo many times being caught in the fnare, they are ever 
ready to run into it again. 

t) fe is cerrain, continued 'Timanthes, that all thofe ache 
dents, which render life fo unhappy, are occafioned by the ir- 
regularity uf fome' particular paffion. It is impoffible to take 
right meafures for the fucceeding in any affair of confequence, 
whilft the impreffions of a violent and outragious paffion are 
the guides we follow. ' At fach a time, we have not cool blood 
enough about us, ‘tuo look forwards to the fequel of a doubtful 
matter, in which we may have been too precipitately engaged.” 

We can fafely appeal to the moft uninformed of our readers, 
whether any one of thofe three polite gentlemen (for fo they 
are charaéterized by the author) in the above fpecimens of theit 
convérfation, diftover talents that can be deemed. fuperior to 
vulgarity itfelf. The inftances from French authors to cor 
reborate ‘thofe’ notable obfervations, are of the fame kinds 
They ate a’colleaion of thofe ftraws that float upon the farface’ 
of hiftory 5 ;' and, indéed, if there is any merit in the work be- 
fore us, if’ is'the abbé’s art in making them good for fome- 
what, “by difeovering a fubje& to which they. are applicable. 
This is, at leaft, like finding a wooden handle fora bade, of 
very dull temper, and which, without the handle, :moft be en-' 
tirely ufélefs. But that our reader may not fufpe& us of being 
prejudiced againft the’abbé, we fhall here give him.the wind- 
ing-up. of this firft converfation, where we might reafonably 
expea fomething new and brilliant, but we are afraid he will 
find it terminate in the fame flat infipidity which inreudaced 
its 

£ Ttuly, fays Ariftus, there is no very. great differetice beo 
twixt a wild beaft and a man in a violent paffion: he. is no’ 
longer himfelf, he makes rio diftin@ion between friend or foe, ' 
his' neighbours or a‘ftranger: he obferves no decorum, but con- 
founds’all the relations of civil fociety ; and there is ever fome- 
thing whimfical’ and extravagant throughout his conduG, . 
What is fill more unhappy, is, that he is not in a condition 
te be reduced to reafon, nor to be brought to liften to the good 

advices of his friends. For reafon and paffion are at eternal 
variance; and this is what makes the cure fo rare to be ef 
fected.’ 

The fecond converfation turns upon morality, anit 6 opens with 

K 4 the 
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the character of one Cleander, who has all the means of being 
happy in this world, and yet is. miferable becaufe he thinks 
himfelf fo, without knowing why. This charaéter is illaftrated 
by that of Lewis XI. of France, who ordered public prayers 
throughout his kingdom to prevent the north-wiad from blow- 
ing; and made a vaft collection of relics, believing they would 
fecure him from death. The author gives us feveral, other 
very whimfical particulars of the fame monarch, which we fhall. 
omit, hecaufe-they are well known to every one who has the 
Jeaft acquaintance with hiftory. We cannot, however,. fee 
with what juftice the author has called this a Converfation 
upon Morality, as we do not meet with a fingle hiftorical in- 
fiance, among the many he has broeght, that can .properly 
fall within that head. The ftory of the vifcount ‘Turenne 
reftoring to her hufband a lady of exquifite beauty, whom he 
took in the caftle of Sobre, is a tawdry modernization: of. the 
continence of Scipio. The king of Navarre running after the 
countefs of Guiche, inftead of purfuing his viétory at Coutras,. 
ig an action that can fcarcely be brought into the clals of mo- 
rality. Neither can we fee with what propriety our author has 
mentioned, under the fame head, a very fingular law of the,En- 

lith, with regard to their women, which is, that, notwith- 
oy * a married woman fhould be abfent above a year from 
home, yet, provided her hufband goes not out of Great-Bri- 
tain, fhould the, i in the interim, be; brought. to bed,‘ he is, ob- 
liged to father the child as his own, and. as.fuch to take care of 
x. Our author next entertains us with a: very facetious cultom; 
(as he calls it) of the kings of Guinea, who eat in one apart- 
ment and go to drink in another; what prodigious difcoveries 
ate made from an intimate acquaintance with men and books! 
Of the like import is the relation of a, certain, prince in Africa, 
who had a court fo. numerous, that they every. day killed two 
hundred men to.feed. upon. Ifthe good, abbé can {wallow this 
flory he is fit to be one of his fable majefty’s guefts; and yet, 
as. he.moft fagaciouflly obferves, There. is;, no accounting for 
taite. 

In the fame converfation, we have, a moft inftrudtive differ- 
tation,on the original of the cuftom of the Turks to carry 
horfes tals by-way of flandards; which our author very gravely 
accounts, for from, their having nothing elfe to carty, The 
third: of the abbé’s converfations. turns,upon points in poli- 
tics; the, fourth, upon: heroic. virtues, and the fifth, confiders 
how far converfe with, the fair. fex. may advantage a young maa 
at, his.eotrance into.the world. 

The author and our readers would (perhaps) be equally of- 


fended, thould we. tranfplant into. this, Review any —_ bis 
owers 
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flowers from the French hiftory, or any more of his obferva-. 
tions, which are-asequally profound and curious as they are en- 
tertaining and inftruGtiive. We muft not, however, omit the exe 
ample he has produced of heroic-virtue, in his little ‘king Pepin 
cutting off, at a fingle blow, the head of a monftrous lion; 
then ftrutting about and afking his courtiers “* Think ye, that 
I am worthy to command you?” The zeal and piety of our 
worthy abbé is remarkably eminent in propofing, as one of his 
models for heroic virtue, Simon de Montfort, general of the 
crufade againft the Albigenfes,- whom we heretics have been 
taught to look upon as one of the moft inhuman montfters that 
ever difgraced human nature; but the abbé is far from confi- 
dering him in that light. After telling us that the head of ‘this 
glorious hero was knocked from his fhoulders by a woman, 

. * This hero, replied Ariftus, deferved a better fate, anda 
death more honovrable.. There isa particular i in_his life which 
is very remarkable: he laid fiege to the city of Beziers, which’ 
he carried by affault, and put all tothe {word he found. therein, 
in order.to ftrike terror into the rebels, and force them.to fub- 
miffion. Thisexample of feverity intimidated the other. towns, 
Carcafionne believed the was-firong enough to oppofe the con-° . 
queror; but fhe-wasbefieged, andattacked fo britkly, that the’ 
’ jnhabitants: were conftrained to furrender at difcretion, -wittr: 
a rope about\their necks, and ‘their waifts naked. _He,was’ 
more rigorous fill’ in bis punifhments towards them of . Car- 
telnaudari, who made a thew of refiftance; for the count 
picked out an hundred and fifty of the iohabitants,-the moft 
obftinate amongft them, and caufed them to be burzed.’. - 

Our author’s panegyric upon this illuftrious, general.and 
martyr for perfecution, would have been complete, had he not 
concealed one true circumftance of his hiftory, which. was his 
having fet fire with his own hands to the faggots which cot 
fumed, upon one pile, thofe hyndred and fifty. obftinate here- 
tics, The remaining examples of heroic virtye are generally 
taken from the Roman hiftory. As ‘to the laft converfation. 
we recommend it to the perufal of all pretty mafters who have 
juft left their boarding fchools, 

To conclude our review of this very elaborate performance, 
we muft be of opinion, that fyftems in hiftory prove as falla- 
cious as fyftems in philofophy, The abbé. Bellegarde. lays 
down certain maxims, and, Procruftes, like, he hacks, mane 
gles, and maims hiftorical fa&s, to makethem coincide with 
his maxims; every page of his. book ftrengthens this obferva- 
tion. One inftance out of many may fuffice ; 

© Dyring treaties, ceflations of arms, and conferences, fays 
Arfgnnes, then it is we ought to be mott of all upon our guard, 
ta 
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to prevent any furprizes: for, what could .not be obtained:by 
open force, has been often fucceeded in by. a:well planned de- 
vice. The count de Senlis, in order to draw Lewis. Uktra Ma- 
rine into the fnare he had laid forhim, who was greatly defirous 
of re-annexing Normandy to his crown, made him believe that 
the whole province wifhed this re-union; and. that, if: he 
would come thither in perfon, they would deliver up to him the 
governor of the duchy, whom they, looked upon rather as an 
ufurper and atyrant, than as having any lawful claim to the 
poffeffion of it. The king, abufed by thefe ill-grounded hopes, 
marched direétly into Normandy at the head of. his troops, 
The Norman prince, fenfible of his own weaknefs, had re- 
courfe tora ftratagem. He demanded a conference, and affect- 
ed to appear greatly intimidated. . The king granted the con~ 
ference, and came to jt accordingly, at the village of Cref- 
cenville, between Caén and Lifieux. The Norman had-taken. 
his meafures fo well, that, finding his own the ftrongeft party, 
he cut in pieces all thofe who accompanied the ined feized 
upon his perfon, and fent him prifoner to Rouen,’ 

If the reader will turn to the.fame ftory, as» related in the 
M. dern Part of the Univerfal Hiftory,, vol. xxiii .pag.:248. he 
will find thofe authors, who are very accurate in-their,. vouchers,. 
give.fo different.an account, of the whole of, this tranfaGtion,, 
that we can foarcely know it to be the fame ftorys.did, not. the. 
cataftrophe terminate in the king’s being fent pier by. the 
Normans to Rouen. we ' 
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VIII. Ax Effay on a Courfe of. Liberal Education for civil and ative 
Life. Wh Plans of Le@ures on, 1, The t Study of Hiftery 
and general Policy; 2, The Hiftory of England; 3, The Con- 
Aiitution and Laws of England. To which are added, Remarks 
on @ Code of Education, propofed by Dr. Brown, in a late Trea. 
tife, entitled, Thoughts on Crvil Liberty, (Fe. By Jofeph Prieft- 
ley, LL. D. 80. Price, in boards, 38. 6d. _Henderfon. 





T is with fome concern that we have feen of late fo many 
attempts by the various grammars, dittionaries, {pelling- 
books, reading and pronouncing eflays, and other daily. trea-. 
tifes of the fame-kind, to reduce’ the bufinefs of education (the. 
moit important, if not the moft noble, of any in civil fociety) 
to a mere mercenaty job. Parents who have been neglected 
jn education, are generally "the moit zealous for feeing 
their own defeats fupplied in their children. Being themfelyes 
unqualified to judge of real merit, they take up with, every 
pompous plaufible profeffor who affures them that he is in fole 
Peeapot 
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poffefiion of the fecret of reading and pronouncing GA and Gz, 
and that he is willing to communicate. it te their fon or daugh- 
ter for a trifle of expence, which within thefe forty years would 
have carried either of them half-way: through the courfe of a 
decent,’ proper, nay learned, education... a 
Notwithftanding this obfervation, which we are afraid every 
day’ s experience more than verifies, we dare.not wantenly ex= 
tend, our cenfure to the modes of getting an-honett livelihuod 
by ingenious improvements of thofe. parts of education that: 
perhaps in former days were too much overfeen, Neither. dre 
we to be underftood as attacking any man in his lawful way’ 
of bufinefs. For this reafon. we with Jofeph Prieftley, LL.D. 
tutor in the languages and_ belles-lettres in the academy at 
Warrington, all fuccefs in his laudable trade (perhaps we 
ought to have faid-profeffion) of education, while he confines: 
hinifelf to thofe branches that are within the compafs of. his 
knowledge and abilities. We thalk not.even di/pute hisi:accome: 
plithments with regard to executing the plan of: le€tures upon: 
hiflory which he has laid down, however firong our indoce+ 
ments may be, from certain paflages of the iiflay nefoce us, to 
queftien them. 
* We with Jofeph Priefiley, LL.D. had given us prora 
more unexceptionable fpecimen than he, has done ‘of ,his qua- 
lificatious ‘to: Gill the profefforial chair of Englith: hiftory, thaw 
his admitting Rapin’as one of the moft fhining.lights that is:to: 
be'held out forthe direGion of his pupils. “Rapin, it is:true,: 
is often quoted .as an authority, which -he never could have 
been had not his wotk appeared at a time ‘when his principles 
were favourable to thofe of an oppofition: formed by the beft 
writers! and politicians of the age, Lord Bolingbroke, who 
both’ difliked and: defpifed him, found it convenient, out of 
hatred to Sir Robert Walpole’s perfon and: adminiftration, to 
quote and praife him; and the differtation upon parties, backed 
by fuch friends as he had, at: that time; bad credit enough 
with the good people of England (who delight-in hiftory and 
politics) to gain admiffion for Rapin into their favour ‘with as” 
much veneration: as the. Turks receive. the doivinar nee eo 
veries of the Koran..." a bis | 
We are-glad, however, now to met an » abdaerentigi ‘of fake: 
fering Jofeph Prieftley, L L. D,. to, become bis: own advocate,” 
for which purpofe'we thall bete exhibit a fpecimen of his elo- 
quence ¢x cathedra, in which, we equally admire the uncommon 
farce of his genius for ‘literary ‘difcoveriesy the: ftrength and 
variety of his ftile, and the beautiful rounding of his periods: 
‘ Man is a being endowed with various powers, by which he’ 
is fitted for exten/i ‘ve conneions, and confequently, for various. 
and 
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and extenfrve obligations. Moreover, the greater perfettion we 
attain to, that is, the more we rife above the brutes, and the 
more exalted happinefs we are capable of, the more complex, we 
may truly fay, doth our internal frame grow ; and, at the fame 
time, the more extenfive, and the more intimate~are’ the don’ 
meGions we are capable of forming with orner BEincs. Con- 
fequently, the more important is our condu& in fo critical a 
fituation, and the more attentive doth if behove us to be te’ 
every circumftance belonging fo it. 

‘Jt is our great happinefs and advantage, that, complex as 
our fituation in life is, we have faculties capable of compre- 
hending #¢ in all its important relations, and of deriving’ the 
greateft benefit fromit. But ftill thefe great advantages we can- 
not reap, unlefs we carefully confider our fituation, and fede- 
loufly endeavour to accommodate ourfelves to #t. 

‘ If. we confider any particular ftation in life, as that ofa 
magiftrate, a phyfician, a general, &c. we thall immediately 
fee, that it is impoflible, either to difcharge the duties, or en- 
joy the advantages of i#, without thoroughly’ underftanding it.’ 

Mof profoundly dictated! fentiments and difcoveries wor- 
thy of profefforial dignity. But, good door, take a little 
compaflion on an ignorant reader who only afks for informa- 
tion fake, What other beings are thofe with whont we'are ca- 
pable of forming more intimate conne&ions ; are’ they dogs, 
cats, cows, or horfes? Do, good dottor, tet us a little inte 
the fecrer. It may be of fpecial fervice to fome honeft candi- 
date for being tutor to the royal menagerie; for we do not 
find that any of the keepers of the wild afs have yet formed 
any: fuch intimate conneétions with her as to render hertame. 

Notwithftanding our profound veneration for Jofeph Prieft- ' 
ley, LL, D. we can by no means think that the {tudy of Eng- 
lifh hiftory in.a private academy ‘is.at all proper towards form- 
ing the minds of young gentlemen: ‘of fortune to the knowledge 
of the Englith conftitution, Jt isa ftudy that requires: the moft 
enature abilities; and prepoffeflions: with regard to fo impor- 
tanta confideration have often been attended with the moft 
fatal confequences : nor fhould we be‘ at all’ furprifed if the 
Jegiflature fhould not think it below their dignity’ to in-' 
terpofés in an affair that may’ be :produdtive’ of the greateft 
public: detriment, efpecially when we confider: how probable 
it is that fuch private profeffional chairs may be filled’ by ig- 
norance, bigotry, prejudice, and: principles, either defpotic, 
monarchical, or anticonftitutionals As to-jofeph- Prieftley’s 
difpute with Dr; Brown, concerning’ttat phantom, that con- ' 
tradi@ion in terms, which they agree in calling'a°Code of Eds- 
cation,. we fhall only obferve, 

Qui Bavium non odit, amet tua carmina Mevi, 
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IX. The Ovconomy of the Go/pel; im four Books. By Charles 
Bulkley. 40. Pr..10s. 6d. Baldwin. 


WHE intention of this work is to exhibit a diftin& re- 
prefentation of all the peculiar ules, principles, and 
duties of the gofpel. 

In purfuance of this defign the author, in the fitft place, 
enquires what are the doGrines of natural religion, and then 
fhews the ufefulnefs and importance of chriftianity in thefe par- 
ticulars. 

The being, attributes, providence, and moral government 
of God; all moral obligations relative to God and man; the 
“communication of thofe divine influences which are neceflary 
to the difcharge of thefe obligations ; the terms of reconcilia- 
‘tion with our offended Creator; the immortality of the foul, 
and the rewards and punifhments of a future ftate, are, he 
fays, original and primeval truths, and conftitute the fyftem 
of natural religion. 

The importance of chriftianity with refpe& to thefe doc- 
trines confifts, he thinks, in thofe miraculous atteftations which 
tonfirm the digtates of nature, and excite our attention to 
thefe momentous truths. 

‘It is, he thinks, abfolutely impoffible that any fubfequent 
revelation fhould tura upon more interefting points, or bring 
to light any do@rines more effential to our happinefS than 
thefe. No new attributes of the deity can by any fuch reve- 
lation be difcevered to us; nor any other, method of obtain- 
ing his favour prefcribed, different from that of fincere re- 
pentance, to which we have by this original light been fo 
clearly dire&ted.’ 

' ‘The author, in the next place, confiders the nature and ten- 
dency of the religious fyftem of Mofes ; the manner in which 
it was originally inforced ; and the advantages which are now 
to be derived from it, in ftating the evidences and illuftrating 
the argument in proof of chriftianity. 

~ On: thefe topics, he obferves, that ‘ the Mohfaic inftitution 


was a prefervative againft idolatry ; the ritual it prefcribed was _ 


a ftanding typical memento of moral truths and obligations, 
(a manner of inftru€tion peculiarly adapted to the tafte and 
difpofition of the Jews) was naturally preventive of yicé and 
wickednefs, by occupying fo much of their time and thoughts ; 
and on all thefe accounts, as well as by its accompanying 
fan&tions of miracle and prophecy, it has operated in a very 
happy fubferviency to the promulgation and. eftablifiment of 
the gofpel, and ftill continues to carry in it a very important 
efficacy of this kind.’ | By 
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By fome general obfervations he. fhews the fuperior ex- 
cellente of the evangelical’ difpenfation when compafed wich 
the religious inftitdtion of Mofes; and then proceeds to con- 
fider the credibility of the gofpel hiftery. . His arguments upan 
this fubjeé& he deduces from the prefent exiftence of the ¢hri- 
ftian fociety, which, he obferves, muft have had its foundation 
in fome preceding event—from the perfeé&t agreement which 
there is between the evangelical writings and all other hiftorical 
records—from the impoffibility of afigning any reafon which 
could have induced the author to impofe upon mankind— 
from the time in which the hiftory of the gofpel was written, 
the place in which the fcene of the tranfaétions recorded in it 
is laid, and the appeal which has been made to it in all fuc- 
ceeding ages of the chriftian church. In the next chapter he 
reviews the evidence arifing from miracles in favour of the 
divine and fpecial authority of the gofpels and concludes the 
firft book with fome remarks on the importance of believing 
chriftianity. 

In the fecond book he confiders the pre-exiftence and ori- 
ginal dignity of our bleffed Saviour, his incarnation, example, 
futferings, atonement, exaltation, interceflion, and the pecu- 
liar difcoveries of the gofpel in relation. tothe day of judgment, 
pointing out thofe ends and ufes which thefe evangelical doc- 
trines are calculated to anfwer. 

In ftating the notion of atonement, he fays, that * in whate 
ever manner it produces this effect, whether by being.a fubfti- 
tution in the room of the offender, or whether by being ine 
trinfically meritorious and acceptable to the Being offended, or 
by any influence that it has upon the. mind of the offender; 
ftill if it be a competent and well adapted means of effeGting a 
reconciliation, and bringing the tranfgreffor into a ftate of par- 
don and remiffion, it is in the ftriéteft fenfe, and mott literal 
meaning of language, an atonement for guilt contracted. 

The word atonement, when applied to Chrift, in our opinion, 
conveys an idea which is not to be found in the New Tefta- 
ment, and feems to contradi& what our author fays of repen- 
tance in a paflage already cited. It only occurs Rom. v,. 11. 
in the Englith verfion, and there it is evidently miftranflated ; 
Katazaaaype fhould bave been rendered reconciliation, or rathec 
change of fate, fignifying the admiffion of the Gentiles into the 
family and kingdom of God. It is not right to fay that ‘ atone- 
ment and reconciliation are words exaétly fynonymous in their 
meaning and fignification ;? for in the New Teltament, the lat~ 
ter is always the reconciliation of man to God, and not the 
reconciliation of God to man, which is no fcripture doctrine. 


We thould avoid thofe expreffions which give rife to unfcrip- 
3 tural 
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tural notions, and thould never include among the pecutiar 
do&rines of the gofpel the peceliarities of theological fyftems. 

In the third-book, the author treats of the perfonality of the 
Holy Spirit, his original and effential dignity, his offices and 
relative character, and particulatly points out the prattical and 
moral ufes tu which thefedotrines are to be applied. 

Speaking of the offices of the Holy Spirit, ‘he fays that ¢ he 
is our interceffor. before the throne of divine and fovereign ma- 
jefty; mot indeed in that high and eminent degree in which 
the fame character belongs to the great Redeemer; but ftill 
he makes interceffion for us; and that with groanings which cannot. 
be uttered, with an inexpredfible ‘intenfenefs and ardor of des 
votion. 

As we are told that there is but one mediator between God 
and man, the man.Chrift Jefus, we fufpea the propriety of the 
common tranflation of that paflage, Rom. viii. 26. upon which 
our author has founded the doétrine of the Holy Spirit’s inter 
eeffion with God the Father in favour of mankind. We have 
moreover no idea of an advocate pleading with s#uiterable 
grownings, and therefore we are rather inclined to think that 
the words 79 AVtULh uMepeyvTuy Xaver uTep nov oT eva Lots 
araanrorg; fhould have ‘been tranflated to this effect ; za our 
Secret groanings the. Spirit interpofes'in our bebalf; that is, by dis 
reGting us under ‘affliction, or perfecution, and qualifying the 
filent afpirations of the heart by his influence, See vers 23) 
and 2 Cor. v.5. where the right difpofition of the mind under 
the preffures of life is afcribed to 'the Spirit*. 

The fourth: book contains an account of the holy. angels, 
the fallen angels, the peculiar difcovéries of the gofpel relate 
ing to a future ftate, baptifm, the Lord’s fupper, and the mo- 
ral duties peculiar to-the gofpel. 

In his enquiry into the defeGtion of the apoftate angels, he 
fays, ‘In what particular overt-a@ their crime confifted, or 
whether in any; whether it was not wholly confined to. the 
perverfe inclination of their will, not lefs perfectly difcernible 
to the fovereign mind in its inmoft fecrefy, than by the moft 
outrageous atts of rebellion, it is not for us to fay. I cannot, 
however, but concur in that modeft cenfure that has been 
pafied upon feppofing them capable of forming any fuch de- 
fign,:as:that which feems to have been imputed to them by 
our great poet +. To think in the literal fenfe of that Jan+ 
guage, if this was indeed the poet’s, of depofing the great 
monarch of the univerfe, and of difputing with him the ea 





* In what refpe& thefe operations of the Spirit were: pecu- 
liar to the firft ages of the church, is a point which we fhall 
not here difcufs. ; 

¢ Milton. B.I. 49. pire 
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pire of nature, is an abfurdity too grofs to-confift even with 
the leaft degree vf rationality, much more to +have been ad- 
mitted by beings fo eminent and fuperior in the ftate-of intel- 
le&ual natures.’ 

In ‘his reprefentation of the peculiar difcoveries of the gofpel 
relative to a.future ftate, he obferves, that. ‘our Saviour 
inculeated this doétrine not as a new, unheard of. princi- 
ple then firft publifhed to the world, but as.a fentiment fa~ 
miliar to the minds of thofe to whom he was.addrefling him-. 
felf, and which it was one principal defign of his office, as a 
prophet of the moft high God, to awaken, cherith, and im- 
prove.’ The conneétion which we are to have with thofe ex- 
alted beings, or, on the contrary, thofe forlorn and wretched 
fpirits which revelation has difplayed to our intelle@ual view, 
the day of judgment, and the refurre@ion, or reftoration to 
an embodied ftate, our author reckons among the peculiar dif= 
coveries of the gofpel. 

On baptifm he obferves, that ‘ to imagine forgivenefs of fins 
is in any other way connedted with it, than as our ferious 
compliance with that ordinance, and juft improvement of it 
may be the effectual means of eftablifhing the virtue of our 
tempers, and enfuring the integrity of our lives, to imagine, 
that it is for its own fake, or on account of any acceptablenefs 
or efficacy in the thing itfelf, independently of its moral views 
and eonfequences, and without any regard had to the ferious 
difpofition accompanying it, or its purifying and reforming 
effeéts upon the mind, available for the obtaining of that for- 

ivenefs, is ‘to reprefent the ordinance itfelf as an idle and 
fenfelefs charm, and to derogate, in the higheft degree, from 
the charaéter of that fupreme being, whom, upon any fych 
principle, we fuppofe to be pleafed with it. For what is it but 
to be pleafed with trifles inftead of virtue? with things that 
have no influence at all upon the happinefs of mankind, inftead 
of thofe that have the greateft and moft extenfive ?’ 

Our author’s account of the Lord’s fupper is equally rational 
and agreeable to the {cope and tenor of the gofpel. . He con- 
fiders it as an affectionate, a focial, and a frequent comme- 
moration of ‘our Saviour’s love, as an expreflive and lively re- 
prefentation both of the privileges which we derive from the 
gofpel, and of the duties which are incumbent on us as the 
profeffors of it. 

In the laft chapter he enumerates thofe moral duties which 
are peculiar to the gofpel, and founded upon relations which it 
alone has difcovered; fuch as the love, the gratitude, and ve- 
neration which we owe to our Lord Jefus Chrift, &c. 


In the conclufion he exhibits a fummary view of the excel- 
lence 
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lence and perfe@tion of the gofpel fcheme, and thews how ut- 
terly improbable it is, that a religious inftitation of this cha- 
racter fhould have been the mere ition of human fancy. 

In this performance the author has.afcertained the bounda-. 
ries between evangelical revelation and primeval. light, col- 
le€ted into one body the peculiar doétrines.of the gofpel, and. 
pointed out their true and ultimate defign with great mode- 
ration, accuracy, and judgment. 


a SJ 





X. Intersting biflorical Events, relative to the Provinces of Bengal, 

and the Empire of Indoftan. With a feafonable Hint and Per- 

| Juafive to the Honourable the Court of Dire&ors of the Eaft India. 

Company. By.J. Z. Holwell, E/@; Part I. 8v0. Pr, 25. 6d. 
Becket, tet. 


\ Man who has, or thinks he has, a tolerable knack at 
writing, who retires in eafy circumftances td ‘a plea-' 
fing retreat after a life of buftle and bufinefs, is in a dan- 
gerous way if he can find accefs to the prefs, or if his friends 
do not take care to keep him from pen, ink, and paper. Mr." 
Holwell has long teemed with Indian intelligence; and not- 
withftanding the various iffue of bis brain now upon the town, 
he is sgain lying-in with Interefting Hiftorical Events, the 
firtt part of which he is here cetivered of, and is pregnant 
with the remainder. . | 
We can ourfelves remember a Scotch gentleman, who, afte 
a long refidence in Holland as a merchant, obtained a feat in 
the Britith parliament, where he, was”a frequent fpeaker, but’ 
was always fure to ufher io every {peech in the following’terms} 
‘Mr. Speaker, Sit, it is a laudable praétice aimonhgft’ the’ 
Dartch, that wife people, who ought to be our patterns in all) 
matters relating to trade and government.” Mr, Holwell, -in’ 
his introduction to this piece, reminds us of our Scotch friertd. 
A long refidénce among the Gentoos in the Eaft-Indies had 
invited him to employ his leifare hours in ftudying their hifto- 
ry, and in tranflating their Shaftah, which he tells -ws: is the’ 
feripture’of the Gentoos; and in perufing it, he diftintly faw, 
that the mythology, as well as the cofmogony, of the Egyp- 
tans, Greeks, and Roimans, were borrowed from “the doc- 
trines of the bramins; contained in this book, evan to-the to-; 
pying their exteriors of worthip, and the diftribution of their 
idols, though grofily mutilated and adulterated. boon Gres 
' Our author is not ‘fingulat in his admiration of a ftudy to 
which he has perhaps intenfely applied. Scaliger preferred: 
Virgil to Homer, as Cafawbon did the Satires of Perfius to 
Vou, XX. Anguf, 1765. , ; - thofe 
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thofe of Horace; Mr. Sale, a learned and worthy Englifhman, 
ftudied the Alcoran till he was more than half converted to ma- 
hometanifm ; and Montefquieu talked and wrote of the Eng- 
lifh conftitution, till he became in love with it, though it is 
plain he did not underftand its firft principles. As we never 
had the fupreme happinefs of feeing this fame Shaftah, we 
fhall give Mr. Holwell credit for all he fays, though we hearti- 
ly with that he had laid down fome critic:I rules to prove this 
fame Shaftah not to have been a rhapfody collefled by fome 
zealous Afiatic or European, from the Egyptian, Greek, and 
Roman writings, and impofed upon the Gentoos, who by all 
accounts are the moft credulous fet of mortals in the world. 
This is the more probable, becaufe from the twelfth to the fif- 
teeh century thete was a prodigious intercourfe between the 
Arabs, Arminians, Jews, and other nations, half chriftians half 
heathens, and thofe Eaft-Indian Gentoos. Neither the univerfal 
reception the Shaftah may meet with as the flandard of reli- 
gion in that country, nor,Mr. Holwell’s private conviction as to 
its antiquity and authenticity, will have much weight with the 
public, unlefs fupported with critical characters to prove both. 

Our author informs us, that at the capture of Calcutta: ia, 
1756, he. loft many curious Gentoo manufcripts, and among 
them two very correct and valuable copies.of the Gentoo Sha- 
fiah. This puts us in mind of Boniface in the play, ‘ Ah, 
mafter, what a delicate loin of veal we had yefterday !” Mr. 
H. has, by the lump, condemned all authors, from Arrian 
down to the abbé de Guyon, who have treated of the affairs of 
the Hindoos (meaning, we fuppofe, the Gentoos), and the re- 
ligious tenets of the bramins. He is fevere upon the modern 
authors, who are chiefly of the Romith communion, and there- 
fore, from fuperftitious zeal, depreciate and traduce the my- 
thology of the venerable antient bramins. 

* Having, fays he, tranfiently mentioned the Viedam and 
Shaftah, (the Gentoos fcriptures) it is neceflary I fhould in- 
form you—The book firft named, is followed by the Gentoos 
of the Mallabar and Cormandel coafts, and alfo of the ifland 
of Ceylon.—The Shaftah is followed -by the. Gentoos of the 
provinces of Bengal, and by all the Gentoos of the reft of In- 
dia, commonly called. India Proper; that is to fay—the greateft, 
part of Oriffa, Bengal Proper, Bahar, Banaras, Oud, Eleabas, 
' Agra, Delhy, &c. all along the coutfe of the rivers Ganges 
and Jumna to the Indus. 

‘ Both thefe books contain the inftitutes of theic refpective 
religions and worthips, as well as the hiftory of their ancient 
rajahs and. princes; often couched under allegory. and fable $ 


their antiquity is contended for by the partifans of. each-—but 
8 the 
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the fimilitude of their names, idols, and great part of. theit 
worthip, leaves little room to doubt, nay plainly evinces, that 
both thefe fcriptures were originally one.—And if we compare 
the great purity and chafte manners of the Shaftah, with .the 
great abfurdities and impurities of the Viedam, we need not 
‘ hefitate to pronounce the latter a corruption of the former.— 
All that I. need add here is, that my remarks follow the Shas 
-ftah only. 

‘ Tafte in reading differs as much as in the choice of viands : $ 
what proves a deficious morfel to one, is difguitful to another. 
I was never invited to a feaft in my life, that I did not regret 
the abfence of a bill of fare: —therefore to fave you from this 
difficulty, I here prefent you a lift of what is provided for 
your entertainment in the following theets, in eight courfes 3 
fo that if your ftomach does not ftimulate you to tafte the whole, 
you will be enabled to fall to on that dith which may beft fuic 
your appetite. 

‘I. General.—A fhort hiltory of the fucceffion to the empire 
of Indoftan, from Aurenge Zebe to Mahomet Shaw. — This 
fubje& has been already touched upon by my ingenious fiiend 
Mr. James Frafer, but being foreign to his more immediate 
concern (the invafion of Nadir Shaw) he has, touched .it, fo 
flightly, as to convey a very imperfect idea of the cireumftances 
attending the many aftonithing changes that happened in. this 
fhort and memorable period. Thefe particulars I was favoured 
with at Patna, A. D. 1733, by a fenfidle Armenian, who re- 
fided alternately at Agra and Delby, in a civil polt of fome 
truft, under the emperors. during the courfe of thefe tranf- 
actions. 

‘If. Tranfadions in the fubahdaary of Bengal, from the pe- 
riod that Jaffier Khan ruled thefe provinces, to. the ufurpationt 
of the government by Aliverdi Khan, with the extraordinary cir- 
cumftances attending the rife ofthis laft mentioned foubab, 
and his brother Hodjee Hamet. 

‘III. A fummary account of the provinces of Bengal, (pro- 
perly fo called) its principal towns, their beatings and diftance 
from each other, and from Calcutta ; with an eftimate of theie 
revenues, and a feafonable perfuafive hint to the gentlemen i in 
the Ea/- India direétion. 

"IV. A fummary view of the fundamental religious: tenets, of 
the Gentoo’s followers of the Shaftah. 

‘V. A fhort account from the Shaftah.of the creation: of che 

worlds, or univerfe, 

‘VI. The Gentoo manner of computing time, and their con- 


ceptions touching the age of the worlds, and the-peciod of theig 
diffolution. 
Lz Vu. 
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VII. An account and explanation of the Gentoo fafts and 
feflivals, with a reprefentation of their giand fealt of the. Dru- 
gah, compri‘ing a view of their principal idols, and the ge- 
nealogy of their fubordinate deities. — If the fafts and feftivals. 
of ‘any nation are clearly underftood, there wants little more 
to convey to us a diftindt idea of their religious principles ; the 


One being the only true criterion of the other, 
VEL A differtation on the Gentoo dofrine of the metemp- 


fycofis, improperly called Pythagorean, by all who have wrote 


on this fubje@, hitherto folittle underftood,’ 


We cannot here help recommending to our readers the brief 
account of a voyage to India, undertaken by M. Anquetil du 
Perron, to difcover and tranflate the works attributed to Zo- 
roafter, and‘read before the Royal Academy of Sciences in the 
year 1762; and likewife the fame M. Perron’s account of the 
MSS. attributed to Zoroafter, and of the other works relating 
to thé religion of the Parfes, which’ he has depofited in the 
king of France’s library.. ‘They -who are fond of fuch kind of 
learning may poflibly find fome entertainment in comparing 
thofe two tracts with Mr. Holwell’s Account of the Gentoo re- 


ligion, when it thall appear in public. 
With regard to the particulars communicated to our author 


by a fenfible Armenian in 1733, we moft beg Mr. Holwel!l’s 
pardon if we once more borrow an expreffion: foto. Mr. Bow i- 


face; * A fenfible Armenian is a very yood travelling name ;’ but 


 fhall take leave to giye him very little credit, unlefs Mr. H. pro- 


duces fome better anthority for his veracity than a mere iffe dixit. 

Thofe fenfible people, and oral informations, have long ¢or- 
rupted and confounded true hiftory. With fegard tothe charge 
of plagiarifm brought by Mr. Holwell againft the author of 


‘Refleftions on the Governnient of Indotian, &c. perhaps 


much may be faid on beth fides; and we fhall fiot at all be fur- 
prized if the culprit, provided he is alive, fhould, with Mar- 


‘tial’s plagiary, retort the charge with a Fur es. We fhall, 


however, with great patience, defer our judgment, and if ro 


‘fuch claim fs entered, Mr. Holwell thall have credit for being 


the original author ; though in courts of juftice, it is no-very 


favourable circimftance for the plaintiff when ‘he does not pro- 


feciite within four years after the faét is committed. We thal 


, 


gion. 


likewife, with the fame impartiality, forbear giving any opinion 
concerning Mr. H’s account of the Gentoos and their reli- 


We are now fuppofed to enter into the body of the hiftory, 
which is moft folemnly. introduced by the author with a ftring 


‘of refle@iions, not much the worfe for wear, as they have 


‘not ‘been’ prefixed to above five thoufand other hiftories. The 
firft 


> 
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ficit chapter contains the fucceffion of _ the Mogul empe- 
rors, from Aureazebe, in which we find very little that is 
new, or, if new, intereffing. Minifters betraying their ptinces, 
princes cutting the throats of’ their relations, and the latter 
wading to power or empire through feas of blood, form what 
we may Call the fum total of this period. 

Chapter the 2d. containing tranfa@tions in the fubahdary of 
Bengal, from the year 1717 to the year 1750, inctufive, af- 
fords more entertainment. There we fee two Tartar brothers, 
ftrangers and wauderers, and men of very different cafts, Ali- 
verdi Khan and Hodjee Hamet, worm thémfelves into the 
confidence of a great prince, contriving, and at taft compaff- 
ing, his dettrudtion and death, The pame of that. unhappy 
prince was Suffraaz Khan ; and in 1742 he was fucteeded in 
the fubahthip by Aliverdi Khan, the traitor who défeated ‘and | 
killed Him. The invafion of Bengal by the Maharattas fuc- 
ceeds, and gives us a frightful pi€ture of a noble sang @ defo- 
Jated by war, 

The third chapter confilts of matters not propelty” hifto- 
rica! ; and ends with certain ftrittures upon the Eatt-India ' 
corn pathy’: trade, in which the author ‘deftends fo low’ as 
to recapitulate fome, temporary news-paper difputes, ‘to which” 
we mult refer our readers. To conclude, we cannot think 
that the public ftood in any need of the information con® 
tained in the volume before us; and the author ‘certainly 

ought to have fupported’ bis narrative with betrer authorities 
than a diStaotial flile, and refleGions that lofe’alf force and 
dignity in their travels between the clofet and the counter, ~~ 





Xl. Short Remarks upon autumnal Diforders of the Bowels, and on 
the Nature of jome fudden Deaths, obferved tg happen at the Jame 
. Season of the Year. Thougots on the natural Caufes.of the 
Biles Putrefcenty, aud its Noxioufnefe in the Circulation., Phy- 

' Srological Thoughts on Spams, and the Seat and Qrigin of them in 

_ the Animal Ovsonomy. By Andrew Wilion, M.D. Fellew of 
the Royal- Colege of Phyficians at Rdinburgh,-8ve. Pr. 1s, ia 
. Wilfon and Fell. - 


T HOSE gentlemen who have ftuidied’ ese art of medicine 
at Bdiaburgh, "generally return from thence: fo brim-fail 

of theory, that'it rufis over once or twice every feafon forthe 
benefit of the public, and then'we have ‘books,: pamphlets, 
and effays; replete with new fyftems of medicine’ and philofo- 
phy. We think there fhould bea form of prayer”in the 
Liturgy, for the fupport and encouragement of thofe-ftudents, 
who, in the courfe of their education, - are: obliged’ to perufe 
L 3 every 
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every article of the medical library, from the works of Hippo- 
crates to the lucubrations of Dr. Andrew Wilfon.——Not that 
we would be thought to refle& upon the piece before us as the 
loweft ftep of the anticlimax; no, we muft own there is a vein 
of ingenuity end obfervation which runs through the whole, 
We only with the doétor’s matter had been a little more digeft- 
ed; and that, as he feemed fo well-difpofed to inftru& his fel- 
low-creatures, he would confine his communications to the 
channel of praftice and experience. 

This pamphlet is dedicated to Dr. John Rutherfoord, pro- 
feffor of the theory and pradice of medicine in the univerfity 
of Edinburgh; whom the author refpeéts as his mafter, and 
efteems as his friend. 

In. his introduion, he propofes to give a fhort and clear 
definition of the diflinguifhing charaéters of thofe diforders to 
which the bowels are fubjeét after long continued heat, upon 
the decline of fummer, or even the approach of winter, if the 
weather proves remarkably open. Tu thefe definitions, how- 
ever, he fubjoirs no method of cure, becaufe he thinks there 
arefuch antipathies, and fingularities of confiitution, as ren-= 
der the mention of particular medicines, or forms, of very li- 
wited vufe. 

© In order to give fomething of a conne&ed view of autum- 
nal-diforders of the inteflines, fays he, | thought it would not 
be improper briefly to refume, in the beginning of this paper, 
the-plan of the Effay on the Dyfentery, 

¢ The thoughts upon the bile in the fecond paper, were na- 
turally fuggefted by the fubje& of the preceding one. The doc- 
trine of the four humours or temperaments, and of the four 
elements, upon which the temperaments were founded, and: 
out of which they are fuppofed to be compofed, has been long 
negle&ed and Jaid afide, though univerfally taught and received 
by the ancients ;: with how much juftice | wilh not take upon 
yne' to determine: but ‘the celebrated and judicioufly cautious 
Boerhaave, who may be efteemed the prince of mechanic phy- 
ficians, judged- that: diftinétion -ufeful and»neceflary. . Now, 
though both chemical and mechanica) knowledge and reafon- 
ing, chaftely ufed, are capable of giving great improvement to 
phyfic, and in many’ refpedis have done fo; yet I may be al- 
Jowed to prefume, that in fome cafes they would be. more ufe- 
fully applied in explaining, and rendering more jotelligible,, 
thefe, and fome other, dogtyines tranfmitied from antiquity, 
‘gham in totally difcarding diflingtions, which were univerfally 
regarded by the greateit and moft fuccefsful phyficians of an- 
tiquity; aod io former ages, in regulaiiong their practice. If 
3 am not miftaken, even Hypocrates and Galea have conlidits t 
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ed thefe temperaments not only as-charaeriftic of different 
natural conftitutions, but as what conftitutions can be in fome 
meafure changed into, by the difference of feafons and the fitu~ 
ations of places.. It is very certain that many of thefe difeaf 
which were once accounted for by predominacy, or vitiation of 
the bile; fach as fevers, quartan and other intermittants, of 
bad types, are autumnal ones: and it feems alfo certain, that 
great and long continued heats have.a tendency fome how-or 
other, to imprefs the bile with an unfavourable charafter, with 
fome kind of malignancy or other, however it may be explain- 
ed. 

© The laft fhort effay is profeffedly phyGological, or rather 
fpeculative. The reafoning is, however, founded upon two 
fadts certainly exiRing in the human conftitution: thefe are the 
ultimate fibres, and the fubftance of animal heat, and their. 
conjuné longitudinal or progreflive influence in fupporting both 
the involuntary and voluntary functions of life. When,:fo far 
as can poffibly be traced, one perceives the moft accurate and 
refined mechanifm in every part, it is even more than plaufible, 
to prefume thar it fubfifts and is carried on far beyond the limits, 
of our grofs fenfes, which are confined to a very contraéted ho- 


rizon. Though I never called. in queftion the union of foul.and 


body, in every rational creature capable of, receiving the-know- 
ledge of a Creator, yet I cannot pertuade myfelf that mecha- 


nifm is any neceflary link of the chain which connedts- either - 
occult quality, general law, or what> is truly immaterial! to- 


what is material. When | am confcious that every organi of 
fenfe is a piece of inimitable mechanifm, I cannotihelpicons 


cluding, that the exercife of every fenfe muft be the diredbefs, - 
fe&t of that mechanifm. The exquifite refinements with which: : 


all the operations of nature are carried on, and the mechanical 


adjuftment of all the parts, fo far as:the conne@ion: betwéem>- 
caufe and effe& c.:1 ‘be either traced or neceflarily inferred,  : 


‘ teaches us both to fuppofe, that the progreffion. of anechanifm: 
is to us.at leaft interminable in the conftruétion-of:things.; and. 
at the fame time, that limited creatures ought:not to -be dog-; 
matic, in taking upon them to define the manner of its: exift-: 
ence too peremptorily =: feeing mechanifm may. hold.out, and: 
vet be carried on in-a manner quite different from our deft con-: 
jeQures ; which can be no ftandard. for judging infallibly,: of the: 


method in which an infinite artift may adjuft and terminate:bis: | 


machinery, It follows, that even the moft:plaufible! theory: 
ought neither to be confidered-as abfolutely certain,: nor trufted, 
to as a fufficient guide in praGice, farther than it:\is: either a 
neceflary inference from certain fact, of fapported: by-experience 
pnt obfervation, evident fymptoms and their natural indica - 

L4 tions, 
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tions, which are juft and true, and the only fure foundation 
of prafice, whether we can explain them fatisfatorily or not, 
Therefore any cbfervations which are to be found in this pa- 
per, particularly towards the clofe of it, are offered as no cer- 
fain inference from the reafoning ; but as hints intended to be 
ufeful. though the reft of it fhould be no more than a piece of 
fpeculative entertainment.’ 

~ From this quotation, the reader.will fee what he has toexpe& 
in the perufal of the performance, which is not, we apprehend, 
of fuch’ confequence as to require from us a particular difcuf- 
fion ; we fhall only obferve, that the language is neither very 
correct nor perfpicuous, nor free from Scotticifms, fuch as 
predifpening for predifpofing, and thefe continually miftuken for 
thee, through the whole extent of the pamphlet. With refpe& 
to the matter, there are fome few pra@ical obfervations which 
may be vufeful; as for the theory of the nerves, the bile, the 
animalized venous blood, the balance betwixt the two motions 
of the circulating fluids, anima! heat, fire, ele@iricity, irritabi- 
lity, volition, fenfation, and vital a€tion; thefe are all very 
ingenious fpeculations, which may ftand like fo many gay land- 
{capes in the clouds, till the ‘next puff of fome other theorift 
blows them away, — ‘ then they fleet ; 

—And like the bafelefs fabrick of a vifion, 
Leave not a track behind.’ 
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12. The Temple of Gnidus: a Poem. From the French Profe of 
M. Secondat, Baron ae Montefquicu. By John Sayer, M. 2. 
4to, Pr. 11. 1s. Woodfall. 


4N CE we undertook the office of Critical Reviewers, we 
have had frequent experience that it is far more dangerous 
to tickle an afs than to drubhim. Two animals of that kind - 
have fallen under our cognizance within thefe few months, the 
authors of Ele&tra and the tranflation before us. Indeed the treat- 
ment we have received from both is enough to make us for- 
fwear.good.nature. We put our invention. on the rack to find 
fomewhat to fay that could ferve them, without our departing 
from the juttice we owe the public. We thought we had fuc- 
ceeded; but, behold! inftead of feeing the animals lick our. 
hands, both fet up a-braying, kicked out, and threw dirt in 
our faces, only for ftroking, initead of threfhing them. 
The reader, from what.we have faid, is not to imagine that 
we ate at-any time partial in favour of the long ear’d breed ; 


but, to let him into a fecret, we are very apt to indulge the 
milk 
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milk of humanity by favouring diftrefs; nor do we think, as 
critics, we are obliged to the rigid obfervance of the rule Cicero 
Jays down for hiftorians, Ne guid falfi audeat, ne quid veri non 
audeat ; for though we never venture upon an waatruth, yet we 
confefs it with fhame and forrow, that when diftrefs has pleaded 


in behalf of an author, we have not told all she truth; and we 


now begin to fee our fin in our punifhment, We knew nothing 
of this fame tranflator, Sayer; nor did we ever, to the beft of 

our recollection, fee his perfon or hear of his name, before the 
publication in queftion brought it to our knowledge. But 
‘what a rebuff has the furious animal given us with his ftern- 
chafe ; verily he has lifted up the heel againft us for the-good 
natured things we faid of the firft Canto of his tranflation of 
the Temple of Gnidus (fee vol. xv. pag. 389) to which we muft 
refer our reader. As nothing but diftrefs can have prevailed 
upon him to demand of the public a guinea for the remainder 
of the fame paltry publication, it is our will and pleafure, that 
the author fhould receive from our readers a full and complete 
pardon for allthe dulnefs,, malice, ftupidity, and falfe tafte, he 
has thrown out againft our authority, in an advertifement pre- 
fixed to the tranflation before us; and that any perfon who 
thall bring him before. our court of Criticifm, fhall receive 
for reward a complete fet of the Ledgers, which contain a like 
feries of abufe, thrown out againft us, for the fame good na- 
tere which, for the like caufe, we fhewed towards the author 
of Ele&tra; provided, nevertherlefs, and be it underftood, that 
this, our pardon, extends only to offences done againft our 
dignity, and not for thofe committed againft the memory of 
our departed friend the author of the Seafons, one of the great- 
eft and moft amiable charaéters, both as a poet and a man, 
that ever adorned the Britith nation; for this offence we give 
the’ faid Sayer up to public juftice and deteftation,’ which we 
niake no doubt will more than revenge the infults he has of- 
fered to us. 


13. 4 Pair of Spe@acles for foort-fighted Politicians; or, A candid ' 


Anfwer to a late extraordinary Pamphlet, entituled, An Honeft 


. Man’s Reafons for declining to take any Part in the New énie a 


' niftration. S8vo. Pr. 15. Williams. 


This is an addrefs to the people (that is the mob) in savoii of 
the prefent m y; and asit is an appeal to that venerable, 
juft, candid, and infallible tribunal, the author has found ‘it 





neceflary, in the midft of his recriminations, to extol the great 


commoner,’ and reprobate the unpopular favourite. He even 
declares that the faid favoyrite may think himfelf extremely 
happy 
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happy if his retreat, acquiefcence in, and, fubmiffion to, the. 
meafures. of the prefent m y, thould be allowed fo attone 
for the evils occafioned by his too-afpiring ambition, —This re- 
mark puts us in mind of a very juft, tho’ a very coarfe repartee, 
made by Jobfon the Cobler, in the farce, to the lady, whom 
the conjurer had metamorphofed i into the figure « of his wife Nell, 
Finding jherfelf lying ia a trackle-bed in a wretched apartment 
nét over fweet and clean, the begins to flounce, and fcold, and 
rave, and exclaims ‘ Mercy! what a ftink i is here.’ * Anan, 
itink! (replies honeft Jobfon) here is no ftink but of your own 
making, boffey.’ In good footh, after having calmly and dif- 
pafkonately confidered every thing that has been done and faid 
fince the earl of B—e firft aflumed the reins of adminiftration, 
we cannot perceive any fort of evil this nation has fuffered or 
fuftained, except what immediately arofe from the envy, ma- 
lice, and prejudice of the men, who formed a moft iniquitous 
and abfurd oppofition to his meafures. 


14. An Ode to the People of England. 40. Pr. 6d. Langford, 
This ‘ode is a very dull ballad On the m——y. 


15. A Letter to the E— of B——. 80, Pr. 6d. Wilkie, 


This letrer-writer, like all the reft of the fame honeft tribe, 
has taken fome pains to blacken and a/perfe the charaéter of a 
nobleman, who feems to look down upon them all with filent 
contempt, 

If thofe authors would convince us that the favourite is really 
puilty of thofe enormous crimes they lay to his charge, let him 
be boldly impeached at the bar of that tribunal whofe province 
it is to do national juftice upon fuch delinquents, Till this ftep 
is taken, or at leaft fomething more than fcurrilous abufe and 
general affertions without proof or probability, brought againft 
his charaéter, all honeft unprejudiced men will confider his a- 
nonymous accufers as a fet of vile calumniators, who a& upon 
the molt wicked, infamous, and abandoned principles, 


16. The Hiftory of .a Corporation of Servants, Difcovered a few. 
Years ago in the interior Parts of South-America. Containing 
Jome very Jurpriziug Events and extraordinary Charaders, 8ve, 
Pr. 1s. Dilly. 


Thefe American fervants are Englifhmen in the fervice of 
their country. The. author’s defign is to ridicule and expofe 
their indblence and rapacity, and to fhew that an eafy poit and 
an exorbitant falary do not always produce a good effect. 


17. 4 
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a7. A Harmony of the Four Gofpels, fo far as relateth to the. Hiftory 


of our Saviour’s RefurreGion, With a Commentary and Notes, 


By Richard Parry, D.D, 400. Pr. 6d. Whifton and White. 


As the hiftory of our bleffed Saviour’s refurreflion has been 
ftrangely embarraffed, both by friends and enemies, our au- 
thor, in order, if poffible, to fatisfy the one, and to filence 
the other, lays before the reader, in one view, the feveral ac- 
counts of this important tranfa&tion, as we find them recorded 
by the four evangelifis.—Thefe accounts he ranges in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

The women which came with Jefus from Galilee; Mary Mag- 
dalene and others, faw him buried at the clofe of the prepara- 
tion day. They then-go into the city, and prepare as. many 
fpices and perfumes as the fhort interval would permit, and 
reft on the fabbath. Juft before the fabbath ended, two of 
them go to fee the fepulchre; but, being frightened by an 
earthquake, return back. When the fabbath was paft, they 
buy more fpices and unguents, with which they fet out early 
the next morning, and goto the fepulchre. As they ate go- 
ing, the guards, being driven away by the appearance of an 
angel, come intothecity, The women enter the fepulchre, 
but find not the body. Mary Magdalene returns to inform the 
difciples of this unexpected event; and Peter and John go di- 
re&tly to the place. Before they arrived, the other women 
who had ftayed there, fee a vifion of angels; one of which 
commanded them to tell the difciples that Jefus would go be- 
fore them into Galilee. As they were returning to deliver this: 
meffage, Jefus himfelf appeared, and gave them the fame di- 
reGtions. About this time, or a little fooner, John and Peter’ 
atrive at the fepiilchre, obferve the fituation ‘of things, and 
return. But Mary Magdalene, who had followed them thither 
ftays behind, weeping ; is accofted by two angels, and after- 
wards by Jefus himfelt, Peter and John return to their com- 

anions foon after the other women had delivered their feveral. 
meffages. This would neceffarily occafion a repetition ; for 
one of the meffages was addreffed particularly to Peter. Mary 
Magdalene now arrives, and ioforms the difciples of what fhe 
had feen and heard. Peter, upon this, goes again to the fe-. 
pulchre, and in hi’ return is perfeétly convinced by the ap- 

arance of his mafter. Soon after this Jefus appears to two 
of his difciples on the road to Emmaus, &c. 

This, if we miftake not, is, the fubftance of our author’s 
commentary, fo far asthere is any difficulty in the narratives 
of the four evangelifts, ‘The reader will perceive that. this ac- 
count is jn feveral refpects like that of Dr. Macknight, parti-: 
culatly 
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cularly in the fuppofition of a journey usidertaken by the twe 
Maries in the evening of the fabbath; which, however, has 
been rejected as a fiction without fupport, by Grotius, and the 
learned author of fome Obfervations on Dr. Macknight’s Har- 
mony of the Gofpels*. Mr. Weft and Dr. Macknight have 
hikewile fuppofed that Peter made a fecond vifit to the fepulchre, 
and that the faét which is related by St Luke, chap. xxiv. 12. 
is different from that whieh is recorded by St. John, chap. 
xx. G. which we fhall leave the reader to confider. 

If it fhould be alleged as an objeGion to this account, that 
Jefus is faid, Mark xvi. g. to have appeared frf to Mary- 
Magdalene, our author replies, that rpwroy may be under- 
fiood, in a relative fenfe; that it is to be fo interpreted, Adis 
av. 14. for as Cornelius and his houfhold were certainly, not 
the fr/t converts to chriftianity, the apoftle only means that. 
they were converted at the frf# preaching of the gofpel. ‘Ia 
like manner, he fays, Mark may only mean, that our Saviour 
appeared to Mary ar the frfi, that is, foon after he was rifen. 
And indeed the appearances feleed by this evangelift naturally 
lead us to underiiand the term apatoy in reference to the time 
of the day when, rather than to the perfons to whom, he ap- 
peared. * Jefus, faith he, having rifen ear/y the firft day of the 
week, appeared at the firft to Mary Magdalene—after thar, 
he appeared to two of them (about dinner time) — at the laft 
(at fupper time) he appeared unto the eleven.” But whether 
he appeared frf of all to Mary, or to the reft of the women, 
muft be learned from the other gofpels ’” | 

Many other paflages, relating to the refurre€tion of our Sa- 
viour, that feem to have the appearance of real difficulties, 
are confidered in the notes ; and the reader muft at leaft allow 
that our author has avoided a neédlefs multiplicity of journies 
and appearances, and thrown fome light on this obfcure part 


of facred hiltory. 


18. 4n Antidote for the rifing Age, againff Scepticifm and Infidelity. 
1zmo, Pr. 1s. 6d. Longman. 

’ In thefe epiftles the author endeavours ‘to account for the 
rife of ftepticifm and infidelity, and to colle& and calculate the 
weipht of evidence on the fide of revelation.’ 

“ He obferves, that inattention and immorality, the corrup- 
tions of popery, and the claims of fpiritual power among pro- 
seftants, are the principal fources of unbelief. ‘In anfwer to an 
ddjetion alleged by the fceptic, he proves that the fcriptures 





* See Crit. Rev. Vol. xix. ‘p.45. 


have 
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have not been corrupted, and -tranfmitted to.us by popifh 
hands, but that a great number of copies have been preferved, 
in their original purity, by chriftians who have difowned and 
defpifed that apoftacy. He then proceeds to fhew, that the di- 


vinity of the gofpel is difcernible in its firft addrefs, and that - 


it is fufficienily attetted by external evidence. A revelation, 
he thinks, is inferrible from the original condition and. the ge- 
neral depravity of mankind, Public inftitutions, he fays, have 
been eftablifhed as memorials of thole fa&s which are recorded 
in the fcriptures ; and fuch difcoveries of truth have been ac- 
tually made; as could not be owing to the efforts of unaffifted 
reafon. The moral fyltems of philofophers and lawyers, he 
jnfifts,, are no refuge for infidelity; differences in opinion 
among learned men about the fenfe of the divine canon, the 
extravapances of popular fyftematic divinity, or the dreams of 
the predéftinarian, folifidian, &c, afford the unbeliever.no ex- 
cufe, * Ten thoufand abfurd opinions do not amount to the 
Shadow of a reafon why the gofpel do&rines fhould be called 
in queftion, either as to their divine evidence, or their ever- 
lafting importance; forafmuch as thefe extravagances have not 
been occafioned, either in this or in any paft age, by a fair 
and rational examination. of the written canon, but by the 
amazing folly and wantonnefs of men in forming their opi- 
nions either upon their own wild conceits, or upon the whint 
fies and reveries of one another.’ 

[n the laft letter he obferves, that a mechanical apparatus in 
the devotion of the church of Rome, draws away the mind 
from that fimplicity, purity, and {picituality of worthip which 
the gofpel prefcribes, 

We readily affent to the following words of this judicious au, 
thor; * The argument thus condufted on the fide of revelation, 
may, from its brevity, plainnefs, and freedom, be. of ufe to 
remove the prejudices of fome againft chriftianity, abate thofe 
of others, and, in younger minds, prevent that wrong train of 
ideas which is apt to lead to indifference, fcepticifin and infie 
delity.’ 


7 The Doftrine of Pred:flination unto Life explained and vindicated, 


By William Cooper. 12mo,° Pr. 14, 6d. Dilly. 


In the laft century, abfolute predeftination was a favourite 
topic among the diffenters ; their meetings rang with the found 
of eleftion and reprobation. Theology was hardly emerged 
out .of darknefs, and the errors of Calvinifm were implicitly 
adopted. But in a little time, learned men of all denomina- 
tions began to perceive that the do&rine abovementioned had 
fo exiftence in the word of God ; ‘that predeftination, | in the 
{crip- 
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Teriptures, only fignifies God’s defign to call the gentiles into’ 
his church ; that the e/@ are, in general, the believing chri- 
ftians ; the reprobate, the unbelieving Jews; and that the 
apoftle fpeaks of men nationally, not perfonally, in reference 
to their temporal, not his eternal ftate. Our author, however, 
undertakes to defend the do@rine of a perfonal election to ever- 
lafting life. But he is a hundred years too late in his publi- 
cation. Reafonable men have long fince bidden adieu to a 
religious fyftem, confifting of human creatures without liberty, 
myfteries without fenfe, faith without foundation, and a God 
without mercy. 


20. Mercantile Book- keeping: or, a Treatife on Merchants Ac. 
counts, according to the true ltalian Method of Debtor and Creditor, 
by double Entry, &c. By W. Everard. 8v0. Price 65. Johnfon 


As the principal intention of book-keeping, or merchants 
accounts, is to record the dealings and tranfactions of bu- 
finefs in fuch an exa& and accurate manner, that the true 
ftate of a merchant, factor, or agent’s affairs, may, at any 
time, be known from his books; it follows, that every perfon 
concerned in mercantile affairs, fhould fpare no pains to make 
himfelf mafter of fo neceffary an art. But in order to this, it 
will be requifite, in the firft place, to acquire a competent 
knowlege of the theory, as reafons on which the-art is found- 
ed as it will otherwife be very difficult, if not impoffible, to 
become a complete book-keeper. When we have once acquired 
an adequate idea of the principles of any art, we find very little 
‘difficulty in reducing them to practice, without burthening the 
mind with a multitude of rules and exceptions, the natural at- 
tendants of that prepofterous method of learning by rote. 

Fully fenfible of this important truth, the author before us 
has began with the theory, and explained the feveral parts of 
it in fo plain and concife 4 manner, that we are perfwaded any 
perfon, of a commen capacity, may, with very little ftudy, 
become a complete mafter of the neceffary and ufeful art of 
book-keeping. 

After explaining the theory, Mr. Everard proceeds to the 
practical part, which he has rendered very eafy and familiar, by 
a confiderable number of judicious and well chofen examples : 
fo that, upon the whole, we cannot help confidering the work 
before us, as the moft ufeful treatife of this kind we have hi- 
therto feen. 

The very nature of this treatife will not admit of our makiog 
many intelligent abftraéts, as the whole, like the elements of 
Euclid, is linked together, and the reafons of the feveral rules 


depend on one another. 
Zhe 
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Sy. The Will of a certain Northern Vicar. 410. Pr, 6d. Bunee. 
~ As the wit of this performance is we local, and feems 


a“—" * 


we aomiegt pretend to explain ; we can only advife the reader 
who is anxious to underftand the whole, to make a {mall trip 
in the firft collier bound to Newcaftle, where, perhaps, he 
may difcover the originals againft whom this fatire is diceéted. 


22. Kimbolton Park: a Poem, Folio. Pr. 1s. Dodfley. 
» & itfum 


Ludere, que vellem, calamo permifit agrefti.—— Vir. 





Though there is not much variety in this landfchape, we can- 
vat-belp owning that the painting is executed with an elegant 
and a tender pencil; that is to fay, the verfe is well turned and 
harmonious; the defcription poetical, and intermingled, with 
many agreeable touches of the pathos. The following apo- 
ttrophe, to the memory of Catherine of Spain, who died in, this 
tetreat, is very agreeable and affecting : soe 

¢ When haplefs England felt a tyrant’s way, 
And that fierce tyrant fell to luft a prey, 
Here fill’d with grief, an injur'd princefs * fled 
From fhort-liv’d grandeur, and divided bed: 
- Oppreffion fpread her horrors o’er the plain, 
And dll thy {weets, Kimbolton! bloom’d in yain. 
For not the fragrant breath of rofy morn, 
Nor tuneful lark on rifiog pinions borne, 
Nor all the verdure of the blooming {pring, . 
‘Can to the broken heart loft pleafure bring. 
in England then the fons of freedom flept, 
And drooping virtue o’er their afhes wept:.. 
In vain for right the royal ftranger cry’d, . 
That right his flaves enjoy’d her lord deny’d:: 
Yon inmoft grove oft’ heard her mournful oe 
Her forrows {pread along this filent vale ;_ 
Till fate in pity call’d her to the fhore, 
Where luft and tyranny opprefs no more,” 


23. Free Thoughts on Love and Marriage, By Mr. Ingelew. 4.60. 
; Pr, ts. Flexney._ 


~ this author piques himfelf upon ‘his good humour, it 





® he pity to fay any thing that might tend to'diminifiei its 
gieten oni 

iF « of Spain, during the. latter part of | the: tideeiod 
the di ced to Kimbolton Caftle, where: fhier died Gibdas 
bio fea) oo ot for the erael treatment: fhecrecéived from 
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efpecially as any thing we could fay would have no effeét in di- 
verting him from his poetical amufements ; for he tells us 
freely, 

vg My bufinefs (far from poetry alone} 

Is no fmall labour, daily to be done; 

But neither labour, nor the force of men, 

Can ftop the nat’ral progrefs of my pen; 

Working I mufe, and as | mufe indite, 

Nothing neglect, for while I run I write.’ 

This laft expreffion is a little equivocal, and ill-natured cri- 
tics might put an invidious interpretation upon it, refpeéting the 
health of the poet; but we fhall only fuppofe that his occupa- 
tion is to run literally on his own feet ; as for his verfe, we 
apprehend, it might have been written ftanding on one foot, 
according to Horace, frans pede in uno. 


24. 4 Key to the Law: or, an Introdudion to Legal Knowledge. 
By Richard Hemfworth, E77; 800. Pr. is. 6d. Webley. 
This feems to be an excellent horn-book forthe lawyers, and 

we recommend it, in the long vacation-time, to be got by heart 

by every young templer who hopes to make a figure in his pro- 
feffion, and who wifhes to fpeak on matters of law with clear- 
nefs and precifion, 


25. Centaury, the great Stomachic: its preference to.all other Bitters; 
in that'it gives an Appetite and good Digeftion, and neither. heats 
nor binds the Body. By J. Hill, M.D. 8vo, Pr. 6d. Baldwin, 


This great botanift is making daily difcoveries for the- good 
of the public.—He invented the Effgnce of Water-Dock, and 
the Balfam of ‘Honey; but the reputation of ' thefe: fpecifics, 
feems to be a little out at elbows, at pfefent. His Tin&ure of 
Valerian has proved a fheet-anchor, for no other purpofe that 
we know, but becaufe he told usin his pamphlet on that fub- 
jet, that in making it, he rejeted the very kind of root in 
which all the reft of ‘the faculty fuppofed its medi¢al virtue 
chiefly abounded, viz. the fort that has the firorg flavour refegn- 
bling that of oak-bark, ufed in'tanners pits 5 that flavour which 
attracts fo powerfully: the fenfe of fmhelling in cats; the effeat of 
a feetid, vegetable oil, or fpirit, which is in fact the very medi- 
cinal effence of the raot. ~.Now; this ftrong'fmellisg root; ou? 
fagacious doétor fays he rejeéted, if’ favour of the other kind, . 
which has ‘little or no fmell at all.—We do not:deubt, but in 
time, he will make: a néw tinéture of a/a fatide upon the fame 
principles. As for his improvement in the article of Centaury, 
which he ftiles The great Stomachic, we can only laugh at the pa- 
rade with which it is introduced.—We Have a right to laugh, bee 
eaufe we believe, in our confciencess it is a very harmlefs piece 


of empiricifm, 
ANS 








